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Imperfect Vessels 


By Ruth Van Gorder 
2 Corinthians 4:7 


AD God to wait for perfect vessels 
To hold His sanctifying word, 
No remnant had been left to Jacob 
And David’s Psalms were all unheard; 
To Nineveh no word of warning 
Had come through Jonah’s rarrow 
heart; 
And still for worshiping Ephesians 
The silversmith had plied his art. 


Yet never prophet or apostle 
To whom the heavenly Truth was 
poured 
But grew in holding and in sharing 
A little bit more iike his Lord; : 
So you and I, though weak and willful, 
May with all unworthy hands 
Extend One Flawless Life’s endeavors 
Across all ages and all lands. 
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In the Potter’s Hand 


If we could see the hands that are 
molding us according to God’s purposes, 
we should have no anxiety as to the 
outcome. For they are the hands that 
were wounded for us. Jeremiah was 
commanded to go down “to the potter’s 
house,” and there he saw that “the ves- 
Sel that he made of clay was marred in 
the hand of the potter: so he made it 
again another vessel, as seemed good 
to the potter to make it” (Jer. 18:1-4). 
Then Jeremiah was commanded to say, 
“O house of Israel, cannot I do with 
you as this potter? saith the Lord. Be- 
hold, as the clay is in the potter’s 
hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house 
of Israel.” The potter had a perfect 
right to mar the vessel and make it 
Over again, because the clay belonged 


to him and he had the skill to make a 
better vessel. Much of our restlessness 
and anxiety comes from not being will- 
ing to be clay in the Potter’s hand. If 
He appears to “mar” us, undoubtedly He 
intends to make us better vessels for 
His own use. The safest place in the 
world for the believer is to be “in the 
potter’s hand.” What possible, real 
harm can come to him there? Let us 
take the place of the disciples who, 
after Christ’s resurrection, heard Him 
say, “Why are ye troubled? and why 
do thoughts arise in your hearts? Be- 
hold my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself” (Luke 24:38, 39). Since He 
condescends to work with us we can 
rest content. 
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Promised Blessing From 
Bible Study 

When Joshua succeeded Moses as 
‘leader of Israel, God said to him: “This 
book of the law shall not depart out of 
thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then 
thou shalt have good success” (Josh. 
1:8). There are four parts to this com- 
mand: ,a prohibition, a precept, a pur- 
pose, a promise. As far as possible, the 
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Word of God should be “on the tip of 
our tongue,” so that we may be pre- 
pared to meet any situation in life. 
“We ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let 
them slip” (Heb. 2:1). There is no 
better subject for our meditation than 
the Word, and it is good to memorize 
texts and meditate on them in our spare 
moments or in wakeful hours at night. 
Dr. W. Graham Scroggie of England 
said in his correspondence course (out 
of print) concerning Bible study, -“Let 
this simple formula be your guide: 
read, ruminate, reproduce.” Then we 
are to have a purpose in our study: 
“That thou mayest observe to do ac- 
cording to all that is written therein.” 
Obedience to what we already know is 
a steppingstone to further knowledge 
and understanding of the Word. As we 
obey these commands, God promises 
that our way will be made prosperous 
and we shall have good success—per- 
haps not in men’s sight, but in His sight, 
which is the more important. Obedi- 
ence to these commands is the basis 
of a wholesome, happy, successful 
Christian life. It is the foundation of 
the kind of life Paul had in. view when 
he said: “Wherefore also we make it 
our aim, whether at home or absent, to 
be well-pleasing unto him” (2 Cor. 5: 
9, A.S.V.). 
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|. At the Feet of Christ 


By T. Stanley Soltau, D.D. 


NLY two references to the ap- 
O pearance of the feet of Jesus 

Christ are found in the New Tes- 
tament, but these two statements are 
of great significance. 

In the first and second chapters of 
the Book of Revelation, in which the 
Apostle John describes his vision of the 
ascended Lord, the Lord’s feet are 
spoken of as being “like unto bur- 
nished brass, as if it had been refined in 
a furnace” (1:15, A.S.V.). This “brass” 
was probably bronze, and was the same 
material as that of which the brazen 
altar and brazen serpent. were made, 
and therefore by some commentators 
is linked with judgment. Burnished 
brass has also been spoken of as so 
highly polished that no dirt or impurity 
could attach itself to it. Thus it 
speaks of the absolute purity of the 
Lord, who was absolutely untainted 
by the sin all about Him. The whole 
character of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
revealed during the three years of His 
public ministry was one of absolute 
holiness. It was an, outstanding im- 


pression which He made on all who 
were close to Him and were in any 
way cognizant of the thoughts and de- 
sires of His heart. He lived in the 
world when its moral and spiritual 
life was at its lowest ebb and even 
the pagan philosophers were speaking 
of the possibility of the human race 
destroying itself by its own wickedness, 
but His life was absolutely unmarred 
and unspotted by the corruption of 
those among whom He lived and moved. 
He was and is today the one perfect 
example of holy living, which no one 
has ever been able to match or even 
to approach in his own life. 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same 
night in which He was_ betrayed, 
washed the feet of His disciples, taking 
upon Himself for the time being the 
duties of a slave. Peter, in his im- 
pulsive way, at first refused to allow 
the Lord to perform this menial task 
for him, and then when he had been 
told of the necessity of it, replied, 
“Not my feet only, but also my hands 
and my head” (John 13:9). Upon this 





48 (4) 


statement, Jesus Christ replied, “He 
that is bathed needeth not save to 
wash his feet, but is clean every whit” 
(John 13:10, A.S.V.). In these words 
the Lord was referring to those who 
had been bathed, that is, who through 
faith in Him had already received par- 
don for all their sins, but they never- 
theless needed that daily spiritual 
cleansing which would be typified by 
the washing of the feet, in order to 
remove any particles of dust or un- 
cleanness that had adhered to them as 
the result of walking the dusty streets 
of the city. What, however, was -ab- 
solutely necessary for His disciples and 
for all who were then and are today 
His followers was never needed by the 
Lord Himself. Just as His feet, as John 
saw them in the vision, were like fine 
brass refined in a furnace, glowing and 
glorious, so that there was no possibil- 
ity of anything unclean adhering to 
them, so the spotless character of the 
Son of God was so perfect in its es- 
sential nature that no impurity of 
thought, or word, or deed ever defiled 
it, or found any place of lodgment in it. 

The appearance of His feet as of fine 
brass, refined in the fire, also speaks 
of beauty, and beauty brought about 
as the result of severe testing and suf- 
fering. In the Epistle to the Hebrews 
there is a phrase that speaks of this, 
“For it became him, for whom are all 
things, and through whom are all things, 
in bringing many sons unto glory, to 
Jnake the author of their salvation 
perfect through sufferings” (Heb. 2:10, 
A.S.V.), and again, “Though he were a 
Son, yet learned he obedience by the 
things which: he suffered” (Heb. 5:8). 
With these words we can link those of 
Paul in his Letter to the Romans, in 
which he says, “How beautiful are the 
feet of them that bring glad tidings of 
good things” (10:15, A.S.V.). The feet 
of Christ Jesus then, as seen in his 
vision by the Apostle John while ban- 
ished on the rocky little Isle of Patmos, 
were beautiful in their perfect holiness 
and purity. They were beautiful also 


with a beauty that had been won or 


acquired by a process of the severest 
testing or refining through suffering and 
they were beautiful by reason of the 
glad tidings of good things that were 
proclaimed by Him whom they bore 
as He trod the rough, narrow streets 
of Jerusalem, and of Capernaum, and 
as He walked the dusty roads of the 
Samaria and Galilee countryside and 
climbed the mountainsides in search of 
privacy from the thronging multitudes 
who pressed around Him clamoring for 
help. It was a privacy He needed for 
His own times of fellowship with the 
Father and perhaps even more for the 
quiet instruction of the little band of 
disciples, in order to prepare them for 
the great mission of world-wide evan- 
gelization upon which He was to send 
them. 

The other reference to the feet of 
Jesus Christ is found in Luke’s Gospel 
in the account of the Lord’s appearing 
to the disciples on the evening of the 
resurrection day. "They were gathered, 
in Jerusalem, sitting in a room behind 
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locked doors for fear of what might be 
done to them. As they discussed the 
various reports of different people who 
had claimed to have seen the risen Lord 
during the day, He Himself suddenly 
stood in their midst and gave His fa- 
miliar form of greeting to them, “Peace 
be unto you.” -The little group of men 
were terrified and supposed they were 
seeing a spirit, whereupon He said to 
them, “See my hands and my feet, that 
it is I myself: handle me, and see; for 
a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
behold me having” (Luke 24:39, A.S.V.). 
He called their attention to His hands 
and feet, in which were clearly. visible 
the scars where the iron spikes had 
been driven as He was nailed to the 
cross. As the wondering disciples 
looked on them, their doubts and fears 
all vanished and they realized at once 
that they were indeed in the living 
presence of Him whom they had until 
then thought of as lying lifeless in the 
tomb. Someone has truly said that the 
nailprints in the hands and feet of 
Jesus Christ are our title deeds to 
Heaven. Certain it is that apart from 
them and the death through which they 
were received there would be no way 
open for you or me, or for any other 
sinner to enter the presence of .God 
and call Him Father and to look for- 
ward with confidence to spending our 
eternity with Him in Glory. 

As we think of-these two references 
to the feet of Jesus Christ, which set 
forth so clearly His perfection and 
beauty of character and His Saviour- 
hood, we can at once understand why 
during His lifetime on earth, so often 
people cast themselves at His feet. We 
can also see at once the reason that so 
many have done the same thing ever 


(Continued on page 59) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Receiving the Holy Spirit 

We read of Peter and John putting 
their hands on people who received 
the Holy Ghost; elsewhere we read 
the Holy Ghost is received when one 
believes; and frequently we read peo- 
ple are “filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
In Acts 9 we have the account of 
Ananias coming into the house where 
“Brother Saul” was for three days 
blind and without food and drink, 
and Ananias put his hands on Saul 
that he might receive his sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is not given to 
all in the same manner, I take it, so 
can you make this clear to me? 

As in Acts 13:52 speaking of Paul 
and Barnabas who have now turned, 
preaching to Gentiles, were they not 
filled with the Holy Spirit in their 
heretofore duties, yet this verse says 
they were filled with joy “and with 
the Holy Spirit.” Is it a “refilling” 
process?—A Florida reader. 


Would you kindly, explain why it 
was necessary for Peter and John to 
place their hands on the converts of 
Philip after they were baptized in 
the name. of Jesus, before the Holy 
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Ghost came upon them? Also in 
Acts 19 it was not until Paul laid his 
hands upon them that they received 
the Holy Ghost and yet it came upon 
Paul before he was baptized (Acts 
9:17). In Acts 19:5 these men were 
baptized in the name of Jesus. [| 
believe that the Holy Spirit comes 
upon every believer as soon as they 
accept Jesus Christ as Saviour. Isn't 
that correct? I would appreciate it 
very much if you would make this 
clear to me.—A Manitoba reader. 


Paul’s conversion and his reception 
of the Holy Spirit were special acts of 
God in his case and are not a pattern 
for all believers in this present Church 
age. We have the inspired record in 
the 9th of Acts of what actually hap- 
pened to him, but this does not mean 
that every convert must go through the 
Same process and in the same order, 
It is best to accept the account as it is, 
by faith, and not seek to find out just 
why God acted as He did, for no ex- 
planation is given us in the Scriptures, 

The correct reading of Acts ~19:2 is 
given in the American Standard Ver- 
sion and also in the margin of some 
editions of the King James Version. 
In the A.S.V. it reads: “And he said 
unto them, Did ye receive the Holy 
Spirit when ye believed? And they 
said unto him, Nay, we did not so 
much as hear whether the Holy Spirit 
was given.” They had been baptized 
“into John’s baptism,” and Paul said 
that “John baptized with the baptism 


‘of repentance, saying unto the people 


that they should believe on him that 
should come after him, that is, on 
Jesus.” Here again we have an actual 
record of what happened without any 
explanation of why things happened in 
this order. It is well to remember that 
the Book of Acts is the-history of the 
formation of the early church and not 
a book of doctrine to be followed in 
every detail by the Church in this 
present age. It is of course an inspired 
record, and therefore accurate, and full 
of lessons for us today. * 

There are many passages which show 
that all believers receive the Holy 
Spirit when they believe. For in- 
stance: “For by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be 
bond or free; and have been all made 
to drink into one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13), 
“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation: in whom also after that 


*ye believed, ye were sealed with that 


holy Spirit of promise” (Eph. 1:13). 

Acts 13:52 reads, “And the disciples 
were filled with joy, and with the Holy 
Ghost.” It does not say here that they 
were not filled previously. There cat 
be more than one filling with the Holy 
Spirit, for the Spirit is grieved by 4 
believer’s sin and may not be given full 
sway in the life. 
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‘tesson for January 31 


through. Did you make it to the 

end? Or did you stall in Exodus 
on the minute, detailed instructions for 
the Tabernacle? Why should the Bible 
spend ten chapters (Exod. 25 to 27, 30, 
31, 35 to 38, 40) describing and rede- 
scribing a movable, tent church and its 
equipment used several thousand years 
ago? 

The Tabernacle is a picture of our 
only way of contact with God Al- 
mighty. It is God’s visual aid showing 
our need, -and the beauty, worth, and 
character of Jesus Christ, the “one me- 
diator between God and men” (1 Tim. 
2:5). 

Pretend we are approaching this Tab- 
ernacle in which the presence of God 
dwelt. What would we see? A wall 
of white linen cloth! We cannot see 
over it, for it is seven and a half feet 
high. What does this fine white linen 
picture? Revelation 19:8 gives the 
clue: “Fine linen, clean and white: for 
the fine linen is the righteousness of 


Yo started to read the Bible 


saints.” Righteousness! In this case, 
the righteousness of God—the God who 
dwells within the linen fence—His~ 
purity, holiness, perfect  sinlessness. 


“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty” 
(Rev. 4:8). 

What about our righteousness? The 
Old Testament tells us. The New Testa- 
ment tells us. “We are all as an un- 
clean thing, and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). “There 
is none righteous, no, not one:... For 
all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom. 3:10, 23). Who 
then can enter to have contact with 
this holy God? No one! Suppose one 
tries to force his way in. The penalty: 
“The stranger that cometh nigh shall 
be put to death” (Num. 3:10, 38). And 
over in Revelation God is still keeping 
the sinner out of His heavenly city: 
“There shall in: no wise enter into it 


any thing that defileth, . . . or maketh 
a lie” (Rev. 21:27). That last put me 
out, even as a child! Does it you? 


(Three times Revelation warns us that 


those who tell lies, as well as other 
sinners, are outside: 21:8, 27; 22:15.) 


There Is a Doorway 

What then is lesson number one from 
this Tabernacle picture of God? Be- 
cause. of sin we cannot, make contact 
with a holy God; we are shut out, lost! 

Oh, but there is a doorway tHrough 
this pure white fence, a curtain of blue, 
purple, scarlet, and white, that lets a 
man pass through! ‘Whom does this 
curtain-door picture? The One who 
Said: “I am the way ....: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.” “I am 
the door: by me if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved” (John 14:6; 10:9). 
Yes, the Lord Jesus Christ! Can any- 
one enter this way, however bad, and 
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The spiritual meaning of the Taber- 
nacle is well known to many Chris- 
tians. In this article, to be published 
in two installments, Miss Dow, writer 
of the Junior lesson article in the 
Times, describes the Tabernacle it- 
self and explains clearly and simply 
the way its various parts illustrate 
New Testament truths. The sec- 
ond and concluding part will be 
published next week. 








not be thrown out, not be killed, for 
sin and filthiness? “Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out,” Christ 
replies (John 6:37). 

What do these gay colors show about 
Jesus Christ, the door? The blue of the 
sky: He “came down from heaven” 
(John 6:38). The royal purple of a 
king: He is “KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16). The 
scarlet of blood shed in sacrifice: “My 
blood of the new testament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of 
sins” (Matt. 26:28). The white of His 


personal sinlessness: “In all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin” (Heb. 4:15). 


One door, and only one, 

And yet its sides are two: 
“Inside” and “Outside.” 
On which side are you? 


The Offering for Sin 

At the time of the Tabernacle Christ 
had not yet come to shed His blood to 
pay for our sins. So what must we 
bring to enter within the white fence of 
God’s holiness? A lamb—or an ox, or 
a goat; or if we are very poor, a dove 
or a pigeon. Seeking forgiveness for 
our sins, we bring a victim to die in 
our place. We approach a _ square, 
bronze altar, on which a fire is burn- 
ing. We put our hands on the lamb’s 
head as if to convey our sins to it. 
Then the lamb is killed. Its blood is 
sprinkled or poured out at the altar. 
Even the Old Testament knew this 
lamb pointed to a man: “He was 
wounded for our transgressions, . . . and 
with his stripes we are healed. All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all. He was oppressed, and he 


- was afflicted, yet he opened not his 


mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter” (Isa. 53:5-7). The New Tes- 


- tament points out the man: “John seeth 


Jesus ..., and saith, Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29). Kjnd the effect 
of that blood in 1 John 1:7b: “The blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin.” ‘ 

So the bronze altar in the courtyard 
of the Tabernacle pictures—the cross! 
Have you brought the offering for en- 
trance unto. God—Christ’s sacrifice for 
your sin—“when thou shalt make his 


_ 24.) 
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~ |. Gospel Lessons From the Tabernacle 


Tabernacle truths simply interpreted for 
twentieth century Christians 


By RUTH E. DOW 


soul an offering for sin”? (Isa. 53:10.) 
Or do you think you can come as you 
are without a sacrifice? 

In Old Testament days the common 
citizen—even a king!—with the greatest 
faith in God, could come no closer to 
God than the altar of forgiveness. Only 
the priests, God’s chosen assistants, 
could come closer to Him. But the 
blood of Christ is so much more ef- 
fective that now even we common 
Christians may come nearer: “[{He] 
that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, . . . hath made 
us ... priests unto God” (Rev. 1:5, 6). 
“Ye shall be witnesses unto me” (Acts 
1:8). 


Cleansing for Service 

So let us go on to the bronze wash- 
bowl, or laver. This was made from 
the women’s mirrors! In those days, 
before glass was used for mirrors, metal 
was polished to give as good a reflection 
as possible. Indeed the women made 
a genuine sacrifice of pride when they 
gave their mirrors to be melted up to 
make the wash basin of purification! 
At this washbowl and its foot the 
priests, before they approach nearer to 
God to do any kind of service or to as- 
sist at the altar of sacrifice, had to 
wash their hands and their feet, “that 
they die not.” I think that pictures for 
us that before we do any service for 
the Lord—such as my preparing this 
message, or your witnessing to a neigh- 
bor for whose salvation God has laid 
a burden on your heart—we must clean 
ourselves up: see our faults, confess 
our sins, and be cleansed afresh. Our 
Bible, the Word of God, is a good re- 
flector and cleanser. As a reflector it 
shows us our sinful and selfish ways 
that mar our service and make us unfit 
to be Christ’s representatives and am- 


bassadors. “Wherefore lay apart all 
filthiness ..., and receive ...the... 
word. . But be ye doers of the 


word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves .. . like unto a man 
beholding his natural face in a glass: 
for he beholdeth himself, and goeth 
his way, and straightway forgetteth 
what manner: of man he was [and 
doesn’t wash off the dirt!]” (Jas. 1:21- 
But Christ would “sanctify and 
cleanse [the church] with the washing 
of water by the word, that he might 
present it to himself . .. not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing” 
(Eph. 5:26, 27). “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

Now through Christ—the. blue, pur- 
ple, scarlet, and white curtain—we are 
ready to enter the Tabernacle-tent, the 
abode of God. But before we enter, 
let us notice what God has provided 
for our protection once we are inside. 
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The whole tent except for the doorway- 
curtain has an outside covering of bad- 
gers’ skins or sealskin, which protects 
the Tabernacle from the inclemencies 
of the weather: broiling sun, sand- 
storms, wind, rain. It suggests to us 
God’s protection from the attacks of 
Satan and the forces of this world: 
“There hath no temptation taken you 
’ but such as is common to man: but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to hear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). In 
imagination let us take off the outside 
covering. Ah! now we see everything 
covered with, rams’ skins (sheepskin) 
dyed red. The blood of Christ pro- 
tects us from Satan and evil: “They 
overcame him [Satan] by the blood of 
the Lamb” (Rev. 12:11). In imagina- 
tion we remove this covering, too. Still 
another! A white—we assume it was 
white, though the Bible does not say 


so—goats’ hair curtain, Christ’s right- 


eousness cast over us: “He hath made 
him [Jesus] to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him” (2 
Cor. 5:21). Remove that cover, and 
closest of all about the inside we see 
again that intertwining of white, blue, 
purple, and scarlet, which tells of 
Christ. Angels are embroidered on this 
covering, perhaps to remind us that the 
angels are “ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister for them who shall 
be heirs of salvation” (Heb. 1:14). “The 
argel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them ‘that fear him, and deliver- 
eth them” (Psa. 34:7). 

When all these beautiful and need- 
ful coverings, picturing Christ’s pro- 
tection, are removed, what do we find? 
Just plain boards! With knots and im- 
perfections it may be. Some light> 
grained, some dark-grained. But all 
covered over with gold. All the same 
size. All bound together in an upright 
position by golden bars. “Fitly framed 
together . . . for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit” (Eph. 2:21, 22). 
You and I each a board in this spiritual 
house. that the Lord dwells in—the 
church! Where do we get that gold? 
Gold is symbolic of deity and eternal 
life. “The gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 
6:23). Are we not in Christ, and He in 
God? (John 17:21-23.) As Paul wrote 
to the Thessalonians—‘the church of 
the Thessalonians which is in God the 
Father and in the Lord. Jesus Christ” 
(1 Thess. 1:1). What are these bars 
that hold all the gilded boards close 
together, each in his place, to make 
one building? The bond of love: “For- 
bearing one another in love; endeavour- 
ing to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:2, 3). May 
this be a’picture of us and our church! 

(To be continued) 


ve 
The Bible contains many thousands of 


promises. It is God’s book of signed 
checks.—F. B. Meyer. 
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Helpful Material on the 


Tabernacle 


MODELS OF THE TABERNACLE 


conan” Press, Chicago 10. By Grace Saxe 

Union Gospel Press, Cleveland 1. Size 
20 x 40. Has 16-page book of instructions 
included ($1.75). 

Standard Publishing Foundation, Cincinnati 
81 ($5.95). 

BOOKS ON THE TABERNACLE 

Simple Talks on the Pphergete. By Pastor 
D. H. Dolman. (Faithful Words Pub. Co., 
2116 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 4; $2.50.) 

The Tabernacle. By Dr. M. R. DeHaan. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.50.) 

The ‘Tabernacle in the Wilderness. By 
Charles EK. Fuller. Shamed H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J., $1.50.) 

The Tabernacle, 
By I. M. Haldeman. 
Co., $3.) 

The Tabernacle of Israel. By James Strong. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$1.75.) A book to consult for technical ap- 
proach rather than for an exposition of its 
typical significance. 

Tabernacle Alphabet. 
(Loizeaux Bros., 19 W. 
10; $2.) Illustrated. 

Tabernacle Talks for Young People. By E. 
Goreham Clarke. (Loizeaux Bros., 50 cents.) 

Types and Shadows of Christ in the Taber- 
nacle. By J. F. Spink. (Loizeaux Bros., $2.) 

Lectures on the Tabernacle. By Samuel 
Ridout . 

The Tabernacle. 
Press, $1.) 

Typical Truth in the Tabernacle. 
Hottel. (Union Gospel Press, 
Cleveland 1, $1.50.) 


Priesthood and Offerings. 
(Fleming H. Revell 


By Charles E. Pont. 
21st St., New York 


(Loizeaux Bros., $3.50.) 
By Inez McCord. (Moody 
By W. 8. 
Box 6059, 
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Christ in the Tabernacle. By Dr. Louis § 
Talbot. (Dunham Pub. Co., Findlay, Ohio, $3) 

The Tabernacle. By W. G. Moorehead 
(Kregel Publications, 525 Eastern Ave., S.E, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) 


FELTOGRAPH AND FLANNELGRAPH 
MATERIAL 


From Story-o-Graph, Box 145M, Dept. 7, 
Pasadena 16, Calif. For children. 

Egypt to Canaan. By Irene Ranney. (Chris. 
tian Publications, Third and Reily Sts., Harris. 
burg, Pa., $2.25 for the set.) 

The Tabernacle in the Wilderness. By Nevs 
F. Miller. Five flannelgraph lessons, $1.50— 
contains workbook for scholars, 12 cents, 
Especially for Junior groups but adaptable for 
use with small children or young people 
(Christian Publications), 

Tabernacle Cut-Out Set (Family Altar Press, 
11 S. 8th St., Minneapolis, 50 cents). 

Christ in the Tabernacle Course. No. 12, 
(Biola Book Room, 13800 Biola Ave., la 
Mirada, Calif., $6.) 


CHART 


Chart of the Tabernacle in the Wilderness 
(Loizeaux Bros., New York 10). 6x 9 o@ 
larger size. Write for details. May also be 
rented. 


FILM 


Christ in the Tabernacle.. (Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles, Box 9, 16629 Gramercy Place, 
Gardena, Calif.) Set of two 35mm filmstrips 
in color. $10 per set. 


All of the above books may be ordered 
through the Times Book Service, 18th 
and Arch Sts., Philadelphia 3. With 
each order of less than $3, please include 
15 cents additional; and with each order 
of $3 or over, please include 5 per cent 
additional for postage and handling costs. 


John Calvin as an Ecumenical Figure 


A digest of a Calvin Anniversary lecture 
delivered at Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia 


HERE has been and there is much 

difference of opinion about the ecu- 
menical ideas of John Calvin. He 
has been highly praised as a’ forerunner 
of the idea of the World Council of 
Churches (Dr. Nyenhuis); and he has 
been heavily attacked as a man of 
terrible intolerance (Stefan Zweig, 
Favre-Dorsaz). A sound judgment can 
only be given when we use all the 
facts that we have at our disposal, and 
when we try to transport ourselves 
mentally to the times in which Calvin 
lived. We do not exaggerate, then, 
when we call him, compared to Zwingli 


‘and Luther, the one international re- 


former. 

Theoretically, Calvin fotinded the 
idea of the unity of the church in: his 
“Institutes,” and, practically, he strug- 
gled all his life to make this idea a 
reality in the various ' Reformation 
churches of his time. Though he dis- 
tinguishes between the visible and the 
invisible church, in both cases he 
stresses the necessity of unity. When 
he was exiled from Geneva, he forbade 
his adherents in the city to separate 
themselves from the church. He sup- 
ported Cranmer’s idea to establish one 
church of the Reformation through a 
godly synod, and by his incessant la- 
bors the little city of Geneva became a 
center of the Protestant world of his 
time. He settled an agreement with 
Zwingli’s successor, Bullinger (Consen- 
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sus Tigurinus), and thereby reduced 
the number of Protestant fronts from 
three to two. He struggled for a better 
understanding with the Lutherans and 
honored Luther as his spiritual father. 
He himself was the father of the Re- 
formed churches not only of Switzer- 
land and France but of the whole of 
Europe. 

To keep the unity of the church, he 
made use of tolerance in various cir- 
cumstances. He did not require of all 
Christians the same insight in all ques- 
tions, neither did he require of all 
churches the same height of spiritual 
life in all circumstances. Melanchthon, 
who differed with him in some dog- 
matic points, and Bucer, who was, in his 
eyes, much too flexible, remained his 
friends until the end of their lives. In 
the Church of England, he accepted for 
the time being the office of a bishop 
and some ceremonies that he did not 
tolerate in the church of Geneva. To 
the King of Poland he proposed that 
an archbishop should remain in that 
country to occupy the first place in the 
synods between his colleagues and 
brethren, and that there should be pro- 
vincial bishops. The limit to this tol- 
erartce is to be found in the acceptance 
of the authority of the Word of God. 

Calvin spoke sometimes of three and 
sometimes of two marks of the true 
church, but fundamentally he acknowl- 
edged only one mark of the church, 
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viz, the pure administration of the 
Word of God. Therefore, he always 
was opposed to Roman. Catholicism, 
mystical angbaptism, and rationalism. 
His great objection against Roman 
Catholicism was that this church had 
forsaken the only authority of the Word 
of God; all its errors are to be reduced 
to this fundamental error. He had the 
same objection against Mystics and 
Anabaptists—they separate the Word 
from the Spirit, and they pass off the 
works of their own spirit for ideas of 
the Holy Spirit. Against the Italian 
rationalists of his time he objected 
strenuously that they made all things 
subject to their human reason and did 
not subject themselves as children to 
the Word of God. 

The Word of God is interpreted in 
various ways, and Calvin accepts the 
fact that sometimes the interpretations 
of godly men differ, but he wants 
agreement in the important points of 
doctrine. These important points of doc- 
trine he finds summarized in the con- 
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fessions of faith of the several churches. 


These confessions are the symbols or 
forms of unity of the churches. Calvin 
does not play with the Liberal idea of 
an “inward freedom with the confes- 
sions.” He wants strict observance: of 
their contents. 

Therefore, the limits of the ecumeni- 
cal relations which Calvin tried to 
settle between the churches of the Ref- 
ormation are to be found in obedience 
or disobedience to the Word of God, 
and the expression of that obedience 
or disobedience in the confessions. He 
cannot be considered as a herald of 
the modern ecumenical movement; on 
the contrary, it is more than likely 
that he would have opposed with. all 
his power such a movement, which 
tries to give Liberalism a legal place 
in the church. He would have pro- 
moted an ecumenical movement which, 
accepting the Holy Scriptures as the 
infallible Word of God, would stand on 
a sound doctrinal basis: 
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Mighty Men and Great Matters 


A numerical study of The Acts of the Apostles 


R. J. M. STIFLER, in his “Intro- 

duction to the Study of the Acts 
of the Apostles,” says it is a book “of 
mighty deeds.” In studying it, and 
searching out these mighty deeds, 
mighty men, and great matters, I was 
most interested to find how many of 
them were in pairs. I made a list of 
twenty-two two’s in Acts and took 
them up with my classes, requesting 
that they find chapter and verse—can 
you? Here they are: 

Two men are “taken up,” or “caught 
away” (same Greek verb) (chaps. 1 
and 8); two lame men leap (3:8; 14: 
10); two persons drop dead (5:5, 10); 
two are led by the hand (9:8; 13:11); 
Special miracles are mentioned twice 
(5:15; 19:11); two are raised from the 
dead (9:40; 19:10); two are stoned (7: 
58; 14:19); Heaven opened twice (7:56; 
10:11); two are blinded “for a season” 
(9:9; 13:11); two, in spiritual darkness, 
are enlightened by the Holy Spirit, using 
a man’s mouth (8:35), and a man’s 
hand (9:17); there are two strong re- 
bukes (8:20; 13:10); two women were 
greatly used: Lydia, Priscilla (and for- 
get not the four who prophesied); two 
combats with Satanic power are men- 
tioned (13:8; 16:18); there are two 
earthquakes (4:31; 16:26); there are two 
smitings by an angel of the Lord, one 
in mercy and one in judgment (12:7, 
23); two prisons are opened (12:10; 
16:26); there are two great decisions 
(15:19; 28:28); “two hours” (19:34); two 
governors (24:27); two kings (12:1; 25: 
13). 

On restudying, I found that some 
items went beyond the “two” category 
and into threes and fours, so I sought 


. Out those also, and found: 


There are three appearances of the 
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Lord (22:18; 23:11; 9:5, 10), this makes 
four, but one or more are later on called 


visions, as in 26:19; there are three ac- - 


counts of Paul’s conversion (chap. 9; 
22:6; 26:13); three continents: Asia, 
fourteen times; Europe (16:9); Africa 
(8:27). Three important cities are spe- 
cified as the scenes of the work of three 
important men—Jerusalem, Peter; An- 
tioch, Barnabas; Paul, Rome. Three 
ships were used on Paul’s way to Rome 
(27:2, 6; 28:11). There are three hours 
(5:7); three days (9:9);. three months 
(19: 8; 20:3; 28:11); three men (10:7, 19); 
three years (20:31); three times (10: 
16); three Sabbath days (17:2); three 
times “the way,” or “this way” is men- 
tioned (19:23; 24:14, 22). There are 
three mentions of Paul’s going to Rome 
before he got there (19:21; 23:11; 27: 
24). 

Four bestowings of the Holy Spirit 
are named besides that of Pentecost 
(chaps. 8, 9, 10, and 19:6). Four visions, 
or possibly five, are mentioned (9:10; 
10:3, 19; 16:9; 18:9). Four .whole cities 
are powerfully moved for or against 
Paul and his preaching (13:44; 17:5; 
19: 29; 21:30). 

Six defences by Paul are described— 
before the mob, the Sanhedrin, the high 
priest and Felix; Felix and Drusilla (24: 
24); Festus (25:8); Agrippa (chaps. 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26). Six angels are mentioned 
(10:3; 12:7, 23; 5:10; 8:26; 27:23). The 
term “but the Jews” is found six times 
(13:45; 14:2; 17:5, 13; 24:18; 28:19). 

Seven men are spoken of (6:3; 11: 
12; 19:14; 21:8). 

Seven times winds are mentioned 
(27:4, 7, 13, 14, 15, 40; 28:13, besides the 
“rushing, mighty wind” of 2:2). Seven 
days are spoken of (20:6; 21:4, 27; 28: 
14). 


~ 
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Twelve: 1:26 (one plus 11); 6:2; 7: 
8; 19:7; 24:11. 

There are some fifteen occurrences of 
“teach,” “taught,” or “teaching”; some 
eighteen mentions of prayer; about 
twenty-one of preaching; the apostles 
are mentioned twenty-two times; the 
hostility of the Jews. to the Gospel, 
twenty-four times. These need not be 
specifically cited, but can be noted as 
one reads through Acts. : 

Some items in this list may be dis- 
puted, and perfection is not claimed. 
If anyone should say, “This is all mere 
cataloguing and counting,” I agree. In 
a measure, it is, but it gets one to “seek 
out of the Book of the Lord and read,” 
and, what is more, to meditate and to 
muse (Psa. 39:3; 77:12). 
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The Bible 
and Our National Emblem 


By Norman C. Schlichter 


HE eagle is pictured on our stamps, 

on our money, and on our coun- 
try’s great seal because it is our na- 
tional emblem. Everywhere on these 
official displays it is meant to symbolize 
courage, independence, swiftness, and 
resolution. 

If it had not been for the Bible, the 
eagle would never have been. given its 
prominent place in our national history. 
When this bird was first suggested to 
the Continental Congress, in 1776, as 
our national symbol, there was much op- 
position to the idea. Benjamin Frank- 
lin thought that the turkey should hold 
this place of honor. It was six years 
before the majestic eagle appeared 
upon the great seal of our new United 
States of America. 

A committee of Congress had been ap- 
pointed to choose a suitable national 
emblem, and it took them all this time 
to agree upon the eagle. Those in favor 
of the “king of birds” couldn’t get the 
entire committee to agree in his favor 
until\ they kept repeating.that the Bible 
told of the eagle’s greatness. 

They pointed out that, in Exodus 19: 
4, in speaking of the Israelites, it says, 
“How I bare you on eagles’ wings, and 
brought you unto myself.” They also 
called attention proudly to Deuteron- 
omy 28:49, where the Lord, in order to 
show how quickly He would “bring a 
nation against thee from far, from the 
end of the earth,” proclaimed that it 
would be “as swift as the eagle flieth.” 
. The ever youthful appearance of the 
eagle is cited in Psalm 103:5, where 
David sings the praise of the. Lord, 
“who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things; so that thy youth is renewed 
like the eagle’s.” 

Do you know that there are thirty- 
two references to the ‘eagle in the 
Bible? Nearly all of them were read 
to those in the national emblem com- 
mittee who opposed the adoption of the 
eagle. : 

Our official eagle is known as the 
bald eagle, and some of the eagles of 


(Continued on page 61) 
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LESSON 5. JANUARY 31. RESPONSES TO THE GOSPEL 
Acts 17; 1 Thessalonians 1, 2; printed text, Acts 17:10-12, 22, 23, 29-34 
Golden Text.—Walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.—1 Thess. 2:12 


THE King JAMES VERSION 

Acts 17:10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul 
and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went 
into the synagogue of the Jews. 

11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in 
that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 

12 Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable 
women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few. 


22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, 
Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too 
superstitious. 

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found 
an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto 


ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold @ 
silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device. 

30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men every where to repent: 

31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he wil] 
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raised him from the dead. 

32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead 
some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of 
this matter. 

33 So Paul departed from among them. 

34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed; 
among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman 
named Damaris, and others with them. 
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you. 


29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to‘ the Lesson 
Pru: experiences in Greece on 


his second missionary journey 

proved that faithful proclamation 
of the Gospel of Christ produces a di- 
vided reaction. Some hearers accept 
the free offer of salvation; others re- 
ject it. And those who reject it may 
persecute the preachers who brought 
them the glad tidings they: spurned. 

Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens were 
fertile soil for the declaration of the 
Gospel. God had His own in each city, 
waiting to receive the Word and be 
saved. But in each place opposition 
arose. 

Paul was never dismayed when ene- 
mies appeared. God was using him 
in the salvation of souls, in calling out 
a remnant of believers in one center 
after another, and in establishing them 
in their new-found faith. Later when 
he writes to the Thessalonians, for ex- 
ample, bre describes his ministry in 
their city as “not in vain” (1 Thess. 2: 
1), i.e., successful. His message aroused 
hostility (Acts 17:5, 6). But he 
achieved his purpose and moved to the 
next city, continuing to praise the Lord 
for His faithfulness. 

Why was Paul unperturbed by op- 
position? F 

The Lord Jesus had stated that the 
Word would meet with varied re- 
sponses. “Behold, a sower went forth 
to sow,” the Saviour said (Matt. 13:3). 
“Some seeds fell by the way side”—a 
hard, beaten thoroughfare where they 
had no chance to grow. And “the fowls 
came and devoured them up,” i.e, 
“then cometh the wicked one, and 
catcheth away that which was sown in 
his heart” (v. 19). The Devil is always 


»estate or position. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
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on the alert, seeking to prevent people 
from receiving the Word. But on the 
other hand “other fell into good ground, 
and brought forth fruit .. .”, (v. 8). 

Paul expected that his dear Lord’s 
statements would be fulfilled when, like 
a sower, he scattered the precious seed 
of the Word. He rejoiced. when he 
found the good soil of receptive hearts. 
But when his adversary the Devil 
hindered the work, closed the hearts of 
his listeners, and prompted them to 
harass him, he simply moved on to his 
next scene of operations. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 17:10.—“. . . the brethren imme- 
diately sent away Paul and Silas by 
night unto Berea: who . . . went into 
the synagogue of the Jews.” It was 
dangerous for the men to remain in 
Thessalonica (cf. 17:5-8). Timothy 
seems to have stayed behind, possibly 
to encourage believers and to keep Paul 
informed as to their condition. Berea 
was about forty-five miles southeast of 
Thessalonica. 


Verse 11.—“These were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica . . . they re- 
ceived the word with all readiness of 
mind ... searched the scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so.” The 
“nobility” of the Bereans does not re- 
fer to family descent, but to qualities 
of character: freedom from prejudice, 
openness of mind, sincerity of purpose, 
willingness to check Paul’s message 
against the teaching of the Scriptures, 
and perseverance (“daily”) in this un- 
til they reached a definite conclusion. 


Verse 12.—‘Therefore many of them 
believed; also of honourable women 
which were Greeks ... of men, not a 
few.” “Honourable” refers to social 
Note the “there- 
fore.” The implication is that if the 
Gospel is given a fair chance and its 


the Inter 


teachings carefully examined, faith will 
result. In Thessalonica “some” Jews 
had believed (v. 4), in Berea “many.” 

Verse 22.—“. : Paul stood in the 
midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men 
of Athens, I perceive that in all things 
ye are too superstitious. Mars’ Hill (the 
Areopagus) was a plateau on a hill 
more than 50 feet above a valley sep- 
arating it from the Acropolis with its 
noble Parthenon and other masterpieces 
of Greek architecture. From this van- 
tage point Paul could see many temples 
and shrines. “Too superstitious” is more 
correctly “quite religious” (the Greek 
suggests “fear of demons”). 

Verse 23.—“. .. as I passed by .. . be- 
held your devotions, I found an altar 
... TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom 
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him 
declare I unto you.” “Devotions” is 
actually. “objects of worship” (Greek). 
The inscription read “TO AN UN- 
KNOWN GOD.” It implied (1) that 
worshipers were honoring and _ thank- 
ing some nameless deity for benefits 
the source of which they did not know; 
or (2) that they were taking no chances 
of neglecting some “worthy” but unfa- 
miliar spirit! The Greek reads, “What 
therefore ye worship in ignorance, this 
I proclaim to you.” The “what” makes 
it clear that the Greeks’ idols were 
things, not persons! 

Verse 29.—“Forasmuch as we 
are the offspring of God, we ought not 
to think that the Godhead is like. .. 
gold or silver, or stone, graven by art 
and man’s device.” Seeking to main- 
tain the interest of his philosophical 
audience, Paul has just quoted (v.~28) 
the Greek poet Aratus of Cilicia (Asia 
Minor). His argument is: If even your 
own poet states that people are de- 
scended from deity, and if people are 
flesh and blood, how could their an- 
cestors the Godhead (which must be 
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similar to them) be made of inani- 
mate material? Absurd, of course! 
Then it is equally absurd to worship 


_images of the gods which the skill of 
‘man has fashioned out of precious 


metals or marble. 

Verse 30.—*. the times of this 
ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men every where to 
repent.” “Winked at” is “overlooked” 
(exact translation of the Greek). God 
may have dealt leniently and merci- 
fully with uninformed people up to 
this point. But now (the emphasis 
suggests that now that the Gospel has 
come, a crisis has been reached) all 
men’ (including Gentiles) must repent 
(change their mental and moral direc- 
tion) if they’are to be accepted by 
God. 

Verse 31.—“Because he hath ap- 
pointed a day, in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained; whereof 
he hath given assurance .. . in that he 
hath raised him from the dead.” The 
urgency of the situation lies in the fact 
that all men must some day meet God; 
the climactic day has been divinely: 
determined; the standards of judgment 
are righteous; the man (literally “a 
than”) through whom they will be ap- 
plied has been designated; the certainty 
of the whole procedure is demonstrated 
by the man’s (Christ’s). resurrection 
from the dead. Paul has been moving 
slowly with these Greek philosophers. 
Now he confronts them with the risen 
Christ. 7 


Verse 32.—‘*. . . when they heard of 
the resurrection of the dead, some 
mocked ... others said, We will hear. 
thee again of this matter.” “Mocked” 
describes loud, hostile, incredulous de- 
rision, accompanied by appropriate 
gestures. The mere mention of resur- 
rection provoked these skeptics and 
elicited their contempt. Even.the milder 
group wanted to postpone any further 
discussion of the subject. 


Verse 33.—“So Paul’ departed from 
among them.” “So,” i.e., because of the 
open scoffing and sophisticated lifting 
of eyebrows, Paul withdrew from the 
scene. Reasons: (1) he would get no- 
where with these opinionated people; 
(2) why uselessly expose to hostile 
view the precious things of the Son 
of God? 


Verse 34—“Howbeit certain men 
clave unto him, and believed: among 
the which ... Dionysius the Areopagite, 
and a woman . . . Damaris, and others. 
...” “Clave” refers to close association 
both with the apostle and with his 
Lord. The new believers joined Paul’s 
company. Dionysius was an Areopa- 
gite: at least 60 years old (a condition 
of membership), a member of the old- 
est tribunal of Athens, and held in 
respect. He was the best known of the 
handful of men and women who came 
to Christ in Athens, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The responses to Paul’s presentation 
of the Word were negative as well as 
Positive. Regardless of what men might 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


4. January 24.—The Converting Power of 
the Gospel. Acts 15:36 to 16:40; 
Philippians 2:12-18 


Next Week’s Lesson 
6. February 7.—Perseverance in Christian 


ork. Acts 18:1-22; 1 Corinthians 
1:26 to 2:5 








think or how they might act, the apostle 
boldly and clearly declared the truth 
of God (cf. 1 Thess. 2:2). He preached 
Christ crucified and raised again from 
the dead (Acts 17:3), the divine Messiah 
and Saviour of men. 

Several motives prompted Paul’s ene- 
mies to try to thwart his efforts or at 
least reject his message. In Thessa- 
lonica it was deep-rooted envy (v. 5). 
This led the Jews to gather a group of 
irresponsible men to raise an uproar, to 
fling false accusations at the mission- 
aries ,(v. 7), and to endanger their lives. 
In Berea it was mass opposition kindled 
by the Thessalonian Jews (v. 13), whose 
fury had been fanned into a flame by 
Paul’s escape, and who followed the 
missionaries forty-five miles in order 
to block their work. In Athens it was 
either philosophical skepticism—some 
“mocked” at the very thought of resur- 
rection—or a careless sophistication; 
others, if they had the time, might be 
willing to hear him at a later date! (v. 
32.) 

Of course Paul was aware that be- 
hind all these motives were the hostile, 
shrewd, effective designs of the Devil 
(cf. 2 Cor. 4:3, 4). 

But the positive response was grati- 
fying. In Thessalonica, even in the 
face of affliction (cf. 1 Thess. 1:5; 2; 
14), many believed (Acts 17:4) and 
turned to God from idols (1 Thess. 1: 
9). In Berea, where greater nobility 
of heart and freedom from prejudice 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


CTS 17 is the tale of what three 
Grecian cities? 

2. What was the heart of Paul’s mes- 
sage in Thessalonica? 

3. What motives prompted Jews in 
Thessalonica and listeners in Athens to 
reject Paul’s message? 

4. How do we -know that the new 
Thessalonian converts suffered afflic- 
tion? 

5. In what respect were the Jews 
in Berea more noble than their com- 
patriots in Thessalonica? 

6. Why did Paul feel it necessary to 
leave Berea? 

7. What branches of Greek philoso- 
phy were represented in Paul’s Athe- 
nian audience? 

8. In Athens how did Paul show 
that idolatry is absurd? 

9. What three _ reactions 
Paul’s message in Athens? 

10. Mention four items to which Paul 
later attributes his success in Thessa- 
lonica. 5 


greeted 


(Answers on page 59) 
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were found, Paul’s hearers consulted 
the Scriptures daily. As a result many 
turned to the Lord (Acts 17:12). And 
in Athens, with its cultured, sophisti- 
cated paganism, the hearts of some 
were touched by the Gospel. Even an 
Areopagite, a highly respected citizen 
of the capital city, came to the Saviour 
(v. 34).. No wonder Paul was encour- 
aged to press on in the service of the 
Lord he loved. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Divided reactions in Thessalonica 
and Berea (Acts 17: 1-14) 

2. Paul’s testimony in Athens (vv. 15- 
34) 

3. Encouraging words to the Thessa- 
lonian converts (1 Thess. 1 and 2) 


Topics for Development 

The Athenian Address. This was a 
masterpiece. Paul, at home even in the 
midst of philosophers, met the clHal- 
lenge of Athenian idolatry with great 
skill. In a few pointed, pithy sentences 
he presented the nature of God and 
the need of man. 

“We humans,” he declared, “are the 
offspring of deity. Your own poets 
have admitted this. If, therefore, man 
is God’s creation, then quite logically 
God is man’s Creator. And if man, 
who is obviously spirit, is the offspring 
of deity, God must Himself be Spirit 
too. If this is true, why compare Him 
with gold or silver, or worship images 
of marble engrated by the devices of 
men?” 

Further, man’s needs extend far be- 
yond idolatrous worship. He is a sin- 
ner. Up to this point. God has been 
longsuffering. But now the command 
has gone forth to all men to repent 
and turn to the Creator. The com- 
mand is urgent. The Judge has been 
appointed. His appointment has been 
ratified: He has been raised from the 
dead! Thus did Paul bring his audi- 
ence face to face with their need of a 
Saviour. ; 


Practical Applications 

Paul and Silas were accused of turn- 
ing the “world upside down” (Acts 17: 
6). That was a compliment. For by 
nature man and his world are spiritu- 
ally downside up! A reversal in di- 
rection is meeded! But the point is: 
Have I ever turned my neighbors up- 
side down for Christ—lovingly, tact- 
fully, of course—as the result of my 
testimony? 

Search the Scriptures daily (cf. v. 
11). Be a good Berean! The Bible is 
used to win people to the Lord and to 
edify believers. Never neglect it for a 
single day. 

Patil knew the writings of Grecian 
poets. The accumulation of secular in- 
formation may be helpful as a point of 
contact in witnessing for Christ. 

Our century has its Athenians, in- 
tellectually inquisitive but never find- 
ing answers and always wanting some- 
thing new to replace the old (v. 21). 
Christ is the answer to the soul’s deep- 
est longings and most earnest quest. 

When the Thessalonians were saved, 
they abandoned their idols (1 Thess. 
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1:9). Kéep no pet item of idolatry in 
your heart, child of God. Anything 
that, usurps the place of Christ in the 
shrine of your soul is an idol. Allow 
the Holy Spirit to remove it (cf. 1 John 
5:21). 

Note carefully Paul’s prescription for 
a successful ministry (1 Thess. 2:1-12): 
his message (v. 2), his method (v. 3), 
his motive (vv. 4-6), his manner (v. 
7), his mood (v. 8), and the man 
himself (vv. 10-12). 


Golden Text 


1 Thess. 2:12.—“Walk worthy of God, 
who hath called you unto his kingdom 
and glory.” When a person is saved, he 
is born again into the Kingdom of God 
(cf. John 3:3) and prepared for an 
ultimate, abundant entrance into Glory. 
But the awareness of his new position 
and privileges must not be an excuse 
for carelessness in daily living here 
and now. His high calling is a sum- 
mons to holy conduct. To “walk” in- 
volves effort and progress. But thank 
God, for the believer a companion for 
the journey is available—the blessed 
Saviour who has trodden the road be- 
fore. 

Meni, Pa. 


ee 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“These were more noble .. . they re- 
ceived the word with all readiness of 
mind...” (Acts 17:11).—Being curious 
to know how a secular dictionary 
would define the word, “noble,” I con- 
sulted my Thorndike-Barnhart desk 
dictionary, and found this definition: 
(1) “high and great by birth, rank, or 
title; (2) high and great by character, 
showing greatness of mind, good; (3) 
excellent, fine, splendid, magnificent.” 

It is a sobering thought that the Lord 
classifies all who hear His Word. The 
Jews of Berea were “more noble” than 
the Jews of Thessalonica, because “they 
most heartily welcomed the message 
and made a daily study of the Scrip- 
tures, whether these things were so” 
(Berkeley Version). 

It is not necessary to be highborn to 
be classified “noble” by God. In fact, 
the most humble proletarian who is pre- 
disposed to hear and obey the Word of 
God will be reckoned “more noble” 
than an aristocrat whose mind is closed 
to that Word! 

The author of a certain book divides 
people into three classes, according to 


their attitude to the Bible: (1) Those 
who neglect it altogether; (2) those 
who try to put it right; and (3) those 


who wish it to put them right. 

A young woman asked her friend 
what is meant by “devotional reading 
of the Bible.” She replied: “Yester- 
day I received a letter from my fiancé. 
I will confide to you that I have read 
it five times; not because I did not un- 
derstand it at the first reading, nor 
because I expected to commend my- 
self to the writer by frequent reading. 
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It was not a question of duty. I read 
it so many times because I am deeply 
attached to the one who wrote it.” 

“Therefore many of them believed...” 
(Acts 17:12).—The Jews of Berea are a 
splendid illustration of the Lord’s words 
in John 7:17: “Anyone who is prepared 
to do his will, can tell for himself 
whether such learning comes from God, 
or whether I am delivering a message 
of my. own” (Knox Translation). 

The Bereans were eager to hear and 
obey the Lord’s will; they were satis- 
fied as to the divine source of the 
message, hence many of them believed 
it. A willingness to obey leads to in- 
telligence of the divine will. 

“Ye men of Athens, I perceive... 
are too superstitious” (Acts 17:22) .—Dr. 
Plumptre says: “It is not .easy to ex- 
press the exact force of the Greek ad- 
jective. ‘Superstitious’ is,, perhaps, too 
strong on the side of blame; ‘devout’ 
too strong on the side of praise.” | So, 
he renders it, “I observe you as being 
in all things more fearful of the gods 
than others.” The Amplified New Tes- 
tament renders it, “. . . you are most 
religious (very reverent to demons).” 
Idolatry is a gigantic, satanic system 
(1 Cor. 10:19-21). 

It is no wonder that Paul’s spirit “was 
stirred [or provoked] in him, when he 
saw the city wholly given to idolatry.” 
No doubt missionaries have the same 
feeling when they go to places that are 
full of idols. ; 

Dr. Campbell Morgan says: “Do not 
soften that word ‘provoked.’ The 
Greek word is the one from which we 
derive our word paroxysm. In the 
midst of the beauty and the glory and 
the art and the philosophy and the his- 
tory of Athens, proud and wonderful 
Athens, this man Paul was in a rage, 
was provoked .. . because every idol 
he saw demonstrated the capacity of 
the man who built it, for God; and be- 
cause all the idols demonstrated the 
degradation of that selfsame capacity.” 

A child had a china doll that she 


named Euphemia Forbes. One day she 
said to her smaller sisters: “I’ve got an 
idol.” “What’s an idol?” they asked. 


better than Father 
better than I love 
But I am going to 
So she broke her 


“Something I love 
and Mother, even 
God. It is my doll. 
sacrifice my idol.” 
doll. 

The apostle was not an iconoclast in 
that sense of the word. He followed a 
superior way—that of presenting the 
true and living God to the idolaters. 


“Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor- 


ship, him declare I unto you” (Acts 
17:23).—How faithfully he declared 
Him! First, as Creator (v. 24). As 


Creator, He does not dwell in temples 
made with hands—of which there were 
many in Athens. 

Next, as the Giver of life (v. 25). 
He made all men of one blood—the 
Athenians were no exception, even 
though they might consider themselves 
supermen. And He appoints to each 
race its habitation. 

Then, as Judge. Up to that time He 
winked at—or overlooked—man’s folly, 


but now commands repentance. 

The one who is to be judge is the 
one who was raised from the dead, 
after dying for our sins. 


Wawona, CaLir. 


4 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNS 


“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult’ 
“Pass Me Not” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who dost not will that any 
should perish through sin, we thank 
Thee for sending the Lord Jesus to 
save us from our sins. Let the teach- 
ing of Thy Word here and elsewhere 
today enlighten many to their need of 
Christ. So may many seek and find 
Him this day. To us who know and 
love Him may He grow more precious, 
and may we grow in devotion and 
obedience to Him. Bless Thy Church 
everywhere with revival, and where the 
powers of evil oppose the Gospel watch 
over Thy hard-pressed people. Keep 
them faithful and support them in their 
testings and sufferings. Open doors 
closed to the Gospel in China and re- 
store liberty to those restrained from 
making Christ known. Let Thy Word 
go out to all people in great power in 
our time and help us each to do our 
part in this. Bring the Kingdom of 
our Lord to victory and turn the pres- 
ent trials of Thy people to good, for 
the sake and glory of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson—In Athens Paul’s 
preaching met with three different re- 
sponses. Some scoffingly laughed off 
the Gospel, mocking the idea of resur- 
rection (Acts 17:32a). Others politely 
brushed it off, saying they would go 
into it some other time (v. 32b). Some, 
however, sincerely turned to Christ (v. 
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34). With which of these three sorts 
of hearers do we stand? -Some people 
today just scoff at the Gospel, but such 
are not usually found at Sunday school. 
Some who do attend keep putting off 
turning to Christ. They are polite, but, 
pressed to decide, they put it off like 
those who told Paul, “We will hear thee 
again of this matter.” The longer we 
delay the harder it becomes to turn 
to the Saviour. By putting it off we 
get less and less impressed by the Gos- 
pel call and just settle down to living 
without Christ. Some day such people 
will find they have made a great mis- 
take and missed salvation. 

The proper response is to turn to the 
Saviour with all our hearts. If we 
have questions or doubts, instead of put- 
ting things off, we should be like the 
Bereans who searched the Scriptures 
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daily to see if Paul’s message was sup- 
ported by God’s Word. They became 
sincere inquirers and “therefore,” we 
read, “many .. . believed.” God meets 
people like that and sincere inquirers 
become joyful believers. If you feel 
the need of more light before you turn 
to Christ, tell your pastor. He will 
bring the light of God’s Word upon 
your difficulties. Perhaps he will be 
holding classes soon for those wishing 
to know about starting and living the 
Christian life. Get into the class and 
from being a sincere inquirer you, too, 
can pass to being a joyful believer. 


CaLGary, ALTA., CAN. 


ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is one thing you 

can be sure of: if you do any wit- 
nessing for Christ, if you try to win 
souls to Christ, you will meet with op- 
position, discouragement, even scorn 
and possibly persecution, though Chris- 
tians today are not persecuted like they 
were in ancient times. The main dis- 
couragements today are_ indifference 
and unbelief—skepticism. You fellows 
may have the mistaken idea that soul- 
winning is only for older Christians, 
or for the preachers; but I know of 
many instances where teen-agers—and 
even younger—have done that very 
thing. 

An eight-year-old boy in my Sunday 
school class won his pal (8 years old) 
to Christ, while I was hesitating be- 
cause the pal’s mother objected, saying 
he was too young to know what, he was 
doing. When I learned that he had been 
won by his boy friend and wanted to 
be received into the church I succeeded 
in getting his mother’s consent and the 
matter was brought to a happy con- 
clusion. Was the boy too young? He 
became a steady attendant in the Sun- 
day school class, showed good progress 
in learning the Scriptures; later, went 
to Davidson College and there he be- 
came president of the college Y.M.C.A. 
At graduation he applied to the foreign 
mission board of his church for an as- 
signment as a missionary. But, on ac- 
count of the lack of funds at that time, 
he failed to receive the appointment; 
then he decided to be a Christian phy- 
sician and took the full course in a 
medical college. Today he is a prom- 
inent and very successful physician, 
an officer in the church, and a leader 
in every Christian activity in his city; 
he has been the means of leading many 
to Christ. Was he too young? You 
answer the question. 

The point I am making is, should we 
fail to witness because of hindrances? 
You may be sure the Devil will use 
every dart in his quiver to kill the ef- 
fort, for that is his main business. But * 
Jesus Christ has overcome Satan and 
He can do that through you. “Let 
down the nets,” even if you have 


“fished all night and caught. nothing” ‘ 


(see Luke 5:4-6). In today’s lesson we 
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are looking at Paul, the apostle, doubt- 
less the greatest soul-winner of all time 
and against the greatest hardships and 
the most cruel persecutions. Just glance 
at a “classified” list of some of them 
recorded in 2 Corinthians 11: 23-27—too 
long to repeat in this limited space. 
And he was constantly coming upon 
“surprising” obstructions; but he was 
always ready with an answer, because 
he was so definitely and constantly 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

His visit to Athens appears to have 
been unplanned by Paul, but there he 
came upon a situation and a set of cir- 
cumstances he had never met before. 
The city was not only given over one 
hundred per cent to idolatry—many, 
many gods and to each one an altar, 
mythological deities, as Zeus, Apollo, 
Ares, Diana, Athena, Aphrodite, Jupi- 
ter, Mars, Minerva, Hermes, Pluto, and 
scores of others—but still unsatisfied 
they had erected an altar to THE UN- 
KNOWN GOD. And when Paul came 
to that altar he had his text for witness- 
ing, which not only indicated the lead- 
ing of the Spirit, but showed how he 
used his keen mind and marvelous per- 
ception that he had dedicated to the 
Lord at Damascus. “Whom therefore 
ye ignorantly worship, him declare I 
unto you. God that made the world 
and all things therein, seeing that he is 
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands”—and he 
proceeded to tell them of the one and 
only true God. He had an unusual audi- 
ence, made up of Epicureans and Stoics. 
The former group was founded by the 
philosopher, Epicurus, and their main 
objective was pleasure with no thought 
of a future after death. The latter, 
founded by a philosopher named Zeno, 
prided themselves on their utter seren- 
ity under all circumstances, their utter 
indifference to any hardness or unfav- 
orable circumstances of any kind; they 
were stolid and claimed to be immov- 
able—imperturbable! They called them- 
selves Stoics because Zeno organized 
and taught his classes in a porch, the 
Greek word for porch being stoa. ‘The 
Epicureans and Stoics were intrigued 
because “. all the Athenians and 
strangers which were there spent their 
time in nothing else, but either to tell, 
or to hear some new thing” (Acts 17: 
21). Paul certainly had something new 
for them, but “when they heard of the 


resurrection of the dead, some mocked: 


and others said, We will hear thee again. 
of this matter” (v. 32). 

Fellows, Jesus Christ is “unknown” 
to many of those with whom you are 
associated. Could you make them ac- 
quainted with Him? Do you know Him, 
yourself, well enough to tell of Him 
effectively? Examine yourself on this 
point. You will find in any event there 
is much yet to know about Him, but 
you can never help anyone else unless 
you know Him as your intimate friend 
and your Saviour. When you can con- 
fidently tell someone else what He has 
done for you, then you can help that 
one to get in real touch with One who 
is UNKNOWN to a lost sinner. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn Question and An- 

swer 5, on the card “God the 
Father”: “Is God Merciful?” “As the 
heaven is high above the earth, so great 
is his mercy toward them that fear 
him” (Psa. 103:11). 

Now let us have our review story, 
“Prison Opened by Earthquake.” 

After Paul left Philippi, he went to 
Thessalonica. This Grecian city, now 
called Salonika, still stands. 

Here are some questions for us to 
answer as we read Acts 17: (1) What 
did Paul do in Thessalonica for three 
Sabbaths? (2) What did he preach 
about Christ? (3) Who believed the 
Gospel message? (4) Why did the un- 
believing Jews cause a riot? (5) Whose 
house did they damage? (6) What did 
they do with Jason when they failed to 
find Paul and Silas? (7) What com- 
plaint did they make against Paul and 
Silas? (8) How did Jason get free? 
(9) What did the brethren do with 
Paul and Silas? (10) In what way were 
the Bereans more noble than the Thes- 
Salonians? (11) Who believed in Berea? 
(12) Who made trouble for Paul at 
Berea? (13) Where did Paul go next? 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





Responses te the Sasped 


Tele ne a) 























56 (12) 


AGE OF ACCOUNTABILITY 


Every pastor, teacher, and parent should read this lovely 
let on the Age of Accountability. Sound -— ee. 
Mothin oles like it. Only~l5c eath; $1.65 
THE N EW BABY’S MO THER Attractive greeting 
booklet H.. an @ ~~ message for new mothers. With 
aa envelope, 
ORF UL PCANNELGRAPH BACKGROUNDS. $1.25 


At your Christian Bookstore, or 
BIBLE & GIFT SHOP 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 


ry up. 
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Greenville, Illinois . 








State and Regionally accredited 
Reasonable rates 


Combines Academic Excellence with 
Evangelical Christian Emphasis 


Seven Bachelor’s Degrees, wide 
choice of courses. 
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Second Semester begins January 28, 1960 
Write now to — 


CLAIR E. CAREY 
Director of Admissions 














Get MORE from your BIBLE 


with BROOKS’ ' 


IBLE WORK 
BOOKS 


This famous series by Dr. Kei 
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(James) 
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The lessons require little written 
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(14) Whom did Paul command to fol- 
low him to Athens? (15) What was 
the city of Athens given to? (16) 
Where, in Athens, did Paul preach? 
(17) What unusual inscription had Paul 
seen on an Athenian altar? (18) What 
does God command all men everywhere 
to do? (19) How did people react 
when Paul preached about the Resur- 
rection? (20) What Athenians believed 
in the Lord? 

Here is a review story for someone 
to tell next Sunday: 


Mos ‘SMASHES House IN 


After Paul left Philippi, where the 
jailer got saved, he went to Thessa- 
lonica. There he went on the Sabbath 
Day to the Jewish synagogue. For 
three Sabbath days he showed the Jews 
from the Old Testament, which they be- 
lieved, that Jesus was the fulfillment of 
all the prophecies about the coming 
Christ. 

During the week Paul worked with 
his hands, most likely making tents, to 
earn money for necessities. He, and 
those with him, did not ask the Thes- 
salonians for money, because they only 
wanted them to believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and be saved. 

Some of the Jews did believe, and 
so did a great many Gentiles, and a 
number of the chief women of Thes- 
salonica. 

This made the unbelieving Jews so 
jealous and angry that they hired what 
ruffians they could find to go around 
the streets shouting and yelling, so that 
the whole city was in an uproar. Then 
they led the mob to the house of Jason, 
where they expected to find Paul. They 
smashed in the door and banged into the 
house, demanding Paul and Silas. When 
they found that they were not there, 
they seized Jason, and dragged him 
through the streets to the rulers of the 
city. They told the police that Jason 
had kept men in his house who were 
turning the world upside down, dis- 
obeying the government, and teaching 
loyalty to another King, named Jesus. 
If Paul and Silas were turning the 
world upside down, it was because sin 
had first turned it the wrong way! 
When people got saved, they turned 
from their evil ways to God’s way. 
The unbelieving Jews and their, mob 
were turning Thessalonica upside down 
by making this uproar. Paul taught 
Christians to obey laws, so they spoke 
falsely when they said he disobeyed the 
law. He-did teach about another king, 
the Lord Jesus, but he asked people 
to let Him rule in their hearts, and 
that would make them better citizens. 

Although what these evil men said 
about Paul and Silas was false, it must 
have impressed the rulers of Thessa- 
lonica. They made Jason promise to 
send Paul-and Silas away at once, and 
then they let him out on bail. 

Paul and Silas left that very night, 
not to go home and rest, but to carry 
the Gospel on to the city of Berea. 


Acts 17 shows clearly the two forces 
at work in this world: God’s power 
and Satan’s power. Satan’s crowd al- 
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ways try to hinder the Lord’s cause, 
The unbelieving Jews, not satisfied 
with getting Paul and his companions 
out of Thessalonica, followed them to 
Berea, and again caused trouble. In 
Athens the unbelievers mocked at the 
message. 

A happy thing for us in this chapter 
is that all the women mentioned came 
over to the Lord’s side. In Thessalonica, 
chief women believed. In Berea, hon- 
orable women believed, and an Athe- 
nian woman, Damaris, not only be- 
lieved, but was loyal to Paul and his 
companions, in spite of the mocking of 
the unbelievers. 

May you and I be numbered among 
the believing women, and also among 
those who are honorable and loyal! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


v3 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department | be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th 8t., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
ry | be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Have You Accepted?—God .. . hath 
called you unto his kingdom and glory 
(Golden Text, 1 Thess. 2:12). It must 
be awful to be a gatecrasher—to go 
uninvited to a party, be detected, and 
asked to leave. How humiliating! None 
of us needs to gatecrash the King- 
dom and Glory, for all are invited. 
The weary and burdened with care, 
sorrow, perplexity, feelings of inade- 
quacy, or guilt will find their invitation 
in Matthew 11:28. .Those who are 
thirsting fof goodness or satisfaction 


or a purpose in life can find their in-_ 


vitation in John 7:37. Those who are 
not sure they are included in any of 
these categories, but would come if 
they were, should read Revelation 22: 
17. As the hymn, written by P. P. 
Bliss, says: 

“Whosoever heareth!” shout, shout the sound! 
Send yA blessed tidings all the world around! 


Spread the joyful news wherever man is found: 
“Whosoever will may come.’ 


The question is not; Are we invited?— 
We are! The question.is, Have we ac- 
cepted?—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


The Hidden Bible—They received 
the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the scriptures daily (Acts 
17:11). A group of women from a weil- 
known Bible teaching church was meet- 
ing in a home: in Hollywood. The 
meeting fell on_a day the cleaning 
woman usually came, but that day she 
was ill. She had phoned the hostess 
that she was sending her friend, Mattie, 
to work in her place. As the meeting 
was about to begin, the leader made a 
discovery. “I. came away without my 
Bible!” she exclaimed in dismay. “I laid 
it right on the table but forgot it. Would 
you lend me yours?” The hostess hur- 
ried away to get her Bible. She knew 
just where it was. But it wasn’t there! 
She searched everywhere. The sound 
of opening and shutting of drawers and 
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closets, of hurrying feet, reached the 
women. “What will those women think 
of me?” wondered the embarrassed host- 
ess. In panic, she ran down the back 
stairs, where the cleaning woman was 
at work. “Mattie, did you see any- 


thing of my Bible?” she asked breath- 


lessly. “Praise de Lord! Praise de 
Lord!” exclaimed the helper. “Mattie, 
what do you mean?” “Praise de Lord,” 
the woman continued. “The first thing 
I.does when I goes to work at a place 
is to hide de Bible.” “But why—?” 
“Just to find out how long it takes the 
people to miss it.” “Well, where. did 
you put mine?” demanded the hostess. 
“In de linen closet, under the sheets.” 
When the tardy Bible finally arrived, 
and the good lady made’ her explana- 
tion, the women looked at each other. 
Already they had had a “Bible lesson” 
they would not soon -forget.—From 
John Robertson Macartney, in Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


Religion in the Family Not Enough. 
—Ye men of Athens, I perceive that 
in all things ye are too superstitious 
{very religious, A.S.V.] (Acts 17:22). 
My family and I were on our way west. 
My oldest son, just a little boy then, 
liked to go through the train playing 
that he was the news agent, so he asked 
me for some tracts and I let him have 
them. Most of the people were read- 
ing them, and later as I passed through, 
a lady stopped me saying, “I think it 
was your child who gave me this 
tract; was it not? 
So .I introduced my wife, and we sat 
down. She remarked how pleased she 
was to see other religious people on 
that train. “So you are interested in 
these things?” I asked. She said, “Yes, 
indeed. I have been religious all of 
my life.” “When were you born again?” 
“Oh, my father was a class leader, and 
an uncle and two brothers of mine are 
all clergymen.” “That is very interest- 
ing,” I said, “and may I ask again, have 
you been converted yourself?” “Why, 
you don’t seem to understand,” she 
said, “my father was a class leader, and 
my uncle and two brothers are earnest 
clergymen.” “But you don’t expect to 
go to Heaven hanging on their coat- 
tails, even if they are born-again Chris- 
tians, do you? Have you been ‘truly 
converted to God yourself?” “Not at 
all, but I thought if I put it that way, 
you would understand that religion 
runs in our family.” I had great dif- 
ficulty getting that lady to see that 
Salvation is not of family blood. She 
could scarcely understand how a fam-! 
ily such as hers needed -regeneration. 
—From Harry A. Ironside. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Sincerity—I found an altar 
inscription TO THE UN- 
KNOWN GOD (Acts 17:23). | Some 
people tell you it makes no dif- 
ference what you believe if you are 
only sincere. I have heard lots of peo- 
ple say, “You do not think it makes 
any difference what a man’s creed is, 
do you, if he is only sincere? The 


Fatal 
with this 


Won’t you sit down?” . 
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disciples of Mahomet and Confucius are 
all right if they are only sincere... .” 
Suppose that I present a check for $10,000 
at some bank and the cashier says, 
“Have you any money in this bank?” 
I say, “No.” “Well,” he says, “why are 
you trying to draw this money?” “Well, 
I am very sincere about it, and I want 
$10,000 very much; I don’t think any 
man wants it more than I do.” My 
earnestness will not get me that money. 
Some people get hold of a lie, and hold 
on to it. If you are wise, my friend, 
you will look and see if you believe the 
truth or not—From “Moody’s Anec- 
dotes.” Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


The Believer’s Assurance.—He hath 
given assurance unto all men, .in that he 
hath raised him from the dead (Acts 
17:31). Often it is inquired, “How do 
we know? How can we be sure?” 
How does a farmer know that his crop 
is going to grow? Suppose after sowing 
the seed the farmer inspects his field 
at regular intervals. One morning he 
will detect a tiny blade of corn push- 
ing its way up through the soil. Just 
one tiny blade of grain, but that is 
enough for the farmer. Immediately 
he is filled with confidence. He knows 
that if one single blade has come up, 
the rest of the crop will come up, too. 
How do we know that the dead in 
Christ will rise? ‘Because on the first 
Easter the Saviour’s tomb burst open 
and Jesus arose in resurrection life. 
Because He came up, we, too, shall 
come up. : “But now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept.”—From the 
Prophetic News. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng 


Judgment Certain.—God now 
commandeth all men everywhere to 
repent: because he hath appointed a 
day, in the which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that- man 
whom he hath ordained (Acts 17:30, 
31). A U.S.O. Center in St. Paul, Minn., 
involuntarily became a lending agency 
when a night prowler entered the place 
and rifled various boxes to acquire a 
total of $23.50. He left a note, how- 
ever, to Mrs. Margaret Wood, director, 
saying: “I am sorry I did this. There 
is a day coming when I will pay.” We 
do not imagine that that was the “com- 
“ing day” which the prowler had in mind 
when he wrote, “There is a day coming 
when I will pay.” But if he does not 
“repent,” if he does not believe and 
receive forgiveness through the Lord 
Jesus Christ who died for our sins, the 
prowler will certainly come into judg- 
ment and will “pay” in an altogether 
different manner than. he thought when 
he left the note—From Now. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Why He Felt No Load.—When they 
heard of the resurrection of the dead, 
some mocked (Acts 17:32). As an 
Indian evangelist was preaching, a flip- 
pant youth interrupted him. “You tell 
about the burden of sin. I feel none. 
How heavy is it? Eighty pounds? Ten 
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Life licen | ra You 
Service to Others 


Have you ever wished that you 

could show your appreciation to 

God for His blessings by helping Pp 
others and still provide some finan- 

cial security for yourself? 














The Salvation Army offers an ideal 
solution of combining a gift with a 
life income. 


For a gift of $100 up you will re- 
ceive a dependable fixed income for 
life (up to 7.4% on a single life 
agreement, depending on your 
age.) You also have additional ad- 
vantages of capital gains tax sav- 
ings and savings on inheritance 
and estate taxes, no re-investment 
problem, no age limit. 
























Best of all, your gift helps the work 
of the Salvation Army in turning 
‘i souls to Christ, heal- 
ing the sick, helping 
the aged and cheer- 
ing the desolute. 
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pounds?” ‘The preacher answered, “Tell 
me, if you laid a four-hundred-pound 
weight on a corpse, would it feel the 
load?” “No, because it is dead,” re- 
plied the youth. The preacher said, 
“That spirit, too, is dead which feels 
no load of sin.”—From the Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by J. W. Philp, 
Demorest, Ga. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


The Price of Courage 
(Acts 17:22-28, 32) 
HAT courage and faith Paul and 
his companions must have had, to 
go on to new towns, wondering: What 
will happen to us here? stoning? beat- 
ing? prison dungeon? Paul’s own word 
even to new Christians was: “We must 
through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). 

We will leave Luke in Philippi to 
help Lydia, the ex-fortuneteller, the 
jailer, and others to go on in the Chris- 
tian life. Paul and Silas, and probably 
Timothy, are on the way to other cities 
to take the Good News: “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved” (16:31). As I read Acts 17: 
1, follow on your Bible map. Then 
Charles may move our walking stick 
pins that represent Paul, Barnabas, and 
Timothy. ; 
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Don’t I hear some banging on a door 
in Thessalonica? What is going on? 
Again the Christians say good-by, and 
Paul and his helpers leave by night 
for another town (v. 10. Move the 
pins.) Eagerly these people in Berea 
unrolled their Bibles to see if what 
Paul told about the Lord Jesus agreed 
with the Old Testament prophecies. 
How happy this made Paul! (Read 
v. 12.) But—even there—trouble came! 
(v. 13.) How many traveled on this 
time? (vv. 14, 15.) 

Athens was a very beautiful city 
with many temples to gods of gold 
and ivory (pictures such as in the Na- 
tional Geographic Magazine, March, 
1944). The temples were filled with 
valuable gifts given to the gods. Paul 
talked not only to the Jews in their 
synagogues but to the Athenians on the 
streets. “A new God! Let’s hear about 
Him!” And Paul was taken before the 
city council on Mars’ Hill. Did this God 
live in a temple? Did He depend on 
men’s gifts of gold and silver? No, in- 
deed! He is the maker of. the whole 
earth, and gives all people their life 
and country. Listen to Paul’s speech: 
(read vv. 22-28). Paul ended up with 
a warning that God would have a judg- 
ment day, and the judge would be the 
man whom God had made come to life 


after He had died. What a laugh went 


around then! A man come to life after 
he had died! Who ever heard of such 
a thing! Ha-ha! Yes, some laughed 
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and made fun. Some said, “We'll have 
you talk about this again some time.” 
But a few—a very few, including Di-~ 
onysius, a member of the city council 
—went with Paul and became Chris- 
tians. 

When you talk about the Lord Jesus, 
do you find it the same: many make 
fun, some are a little interested, and a 
few, so few! really believe? . 

But Paul did not get completely dis- 
couraged. He kept on, and in the next 
chapter of Acts you will see the Lord 
visit him in a dream, and a city where 
a great work was done for a year and 
a half. 

Paul wrote two Letters back to the 
new Christians in Thessalonica to help 
them in their Christian life and faith. 
Can you name all Paul’s Letters in their 
right order? and find them in your 
Bibles? Then find Paul’s Letters to 
Thessalonica and this special verse (2 
Thess. 3:3). “The Lord is faithful, who 
shall stablish you, and keep you from 
evil” (Memory Verse). Paul trusted 
the Lord to do this for him, and for the 
Christians in Thessalonica. Will He do 
it for you? So we pray: “Our Father 
which art in heaven .. . lead us not into~ 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is ... the power... for ever” 
(Matt. 6:9, 13). Our verse does not 
mean that the Lord will keep us from 
alle trouble, but from every trouble that 
would make us sin and really hurt us. 
The Bible promises that things that 

















Announcing a winter ‘cruise 1960 
| West Indies - South America 


The suND4Y SCHOOL TIMEs will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMpREss OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York February 17th, 
1960. The cruise will be for 19 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Grenada, Port 
of Spain, La Guaira, Curagao, Cristobal, 


Kingston, 








the tour throughout. 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 


Port-au-Prince 
Sight-seeing arrangements will be com- 
pleted for this group at the Ports of Call. 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of the 
Sunday School Times will conduct this 
group. Mr. and Mts. Jaeger will accompany 


and Nassau. 
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look bad at the time bring good after- 
ward (Rom. 8: 28, 37). 
Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


NCE in the long ago the Apostle 
Paul was at work for the Lord 
Jesus in the amazing land of Greece. 
When the Apostle Paul arrived in the 
great city of Athens, he could scarcely 
believe his eyes. There were beautiful 
buildings everywhere—large buildings, 
unusual buildings, buildings the like of 
which the Apostle Paul had never be- 
fore seen. But, oh, how sad he was! 
In every place—outside on the streets, 
everywhere he went—the Apostle Paul 
saw false, make-believe gods. The gods 
that Paul saw were made of stone, 
made by men themselves. Not only 
were there gods of the Greeks; there 
were gods from many other lands. Oh, 
how sad Paul was by all that he saw! 
Suddenly he stopped right still. He 
had seen on the streets more gods than 
men! And then he saw an altar with 
big letters: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 
Apparently someone had been afraid 
that one of the gods—false, make-be- 
lieve images—might be insulted if, 
when he visited the city, there were no 
image of himself. So by having one 
altar for the “unknown” god, it would 


take care of any and all gods that were 


not in the city. Imagine that! 
Strangely enough, the people of 
Athens thought they knew everything. 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 53) 

1. Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens. 

2. The death and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and His identity as the 
Messiah (Acts 17:3). 

3. Envy in Thessalonica (v. 5); so- 
phisticated unbelief in Athens (v. 32). 

4. Paul later says so in 1 Thessaloni- 
ans 1:6; 2:14. 

5. They had less prejudice against 
Paul, and searched the Scriptures daily 
to find out whether his words were 
true (Acts 17:11). 

6. Because hostile Jews from Thes- 
Salonica had arrived to obstruct his 
work (vv. 13, 14). 

7. Epicureanism and Stoicism (v. 
18), both of which were basically ma- 
terialistic. 

8. If man is God’s offspring and 
man is a spirit, then God must be a 
Spirit, too, not an image of precious 
metal or marble (v. 29). 

9. Intellectual disdain, mild _ indif- 
ference, and warmhearted faith (vv. 32- 
34). 

10. Four of the following: his mes- 
Sage (1 Thess. 2:2), method (v. 3), mo- 
tive (vv. 4-6), manner (v. 7), or mood 
(v. 8). 

Meni, Pa. 
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They spent all their time, the Bible 
tells us, “in nothing else, but either to 
tell, or to hear some new thing.” Mis- 


sionary Paul really pitied the think- . 


they-know-it-all Athenians. With all 
of their schools, with all of their great 
buildings, with all of their knowledge, 
they knew nothing about the most im- 
portant One—the true and living God 
of Heaven. 

Paul took every opportunity to talk 
with the Jewish people in their syna- 
gogues. He talked with men on the 
streets. Before long some of the leaders 
heard about him. When someone sug- 
gested that Paul be allowed to speak to 
ethe people at a public meeting, the 
leaders were disgusted. “What will this 
babbler say?” they wanted to know. 
Others who had heard him preach of 
Jesus and of the Resurrection thought 
that he spoke of two new gods of whom 
they had never before heard. They 
thought the word resurrection was the 
name of a god! And they thought they 
knew everything! 

But because the people of Athens 
liked to hear new things, they invited 
Paul to speak to them at their open 
air meeting place on the Hill of Mars. 
Paul accepted their invitation at once. 
Usually, when he began a sermon, he 
used one Old Testament Scripture verse 
after another. That was because he 
was speaking, usually, to Jews who 
knew the Scriptures. But on Mars’ 
Hill, he was speaking to those who 
knew nothing at all about Scripture. 
So he began by saying, “You men of 
Athens, I see that in all things you 
are very religious” (the more correct 
translation, rather than “ye are too 
superstitious”). Of course they were 
religious. Did they not have gods 
every where?—false, make-believe gods 
they were, of course, gods made by 
their own hands, gods to which they 
prayed. Yes, they were very religious. 
Paul continued, “As I passed by, I saw 
the altar marked, ‘To an unknown god.’ 
The God that you do not know, I am 
here to tell you about.” Then in a 
wonderful way, Paul told them of the 
living God, who is everywhere, who 
has all power, who has all knowledge. 
Sadly enough, we learn that when they 
heard of the Resurrection, the people 
made fun of Paul and of all that he 
preached. Only a very, very few of 
them believed. . Could it be that the 
people of Greece today are suffering 
such awful poverty because they turned 
their backs that day on the true and 
living God of Heaven? Oh, don’t turn 
your back on God’s Son! 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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At the Feet of Christ 
(Continued from page 48) 
since and are doing it today. To be at 


His feet, in spirit, is to acknowledge. 


His glorious perfection and the absolute 
deity of His person; it is to accept His 
sacrifice of Himself once for all for me, 
in deep and reverent gratitude, and it 


is to worship Him as Saviour and as 
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Write for vag B scribing scoticlds and zi cases 
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BIBLE WORKBOOK 


By Catherine B. Walker, M.A., 0.R.E. 

Widely used in high school Bible classes. 
Suitable as adult Bible study guide. 
Questions, notes, maps, and outlines 

Vol. 1—Old Testament Vol. 2—New Testament 
BIBLE WORKBOOK DISTRIBUTORS 
$1.00 each 420 E. Madison, Wheaton, Illinois 











FREE COPY 
“Facts About the Revised Standard Version 
Bible.” Startling disclosures. Also samples of 
other Gospel literature. 
(Stamp for mailing appreciated.) 
Address: A. R. F., 1215 Conrad, Palestine, Tex. 
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ONCE IN A LIFETIME 


Sidney Correll Tour of Europe and Holy Land 
September 8, 1960 
For information write: Box 8, Dayton 5, Ohio 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many, lands. New 
nets Spite in every mail from 
ill you pray? Please help us 

menace be appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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Lord, with a full surrender of myself 
to Him in complete trust and joyous 
abandonment to His infinite mercy and 
love. 

To be at His feet is to acknowledge 
my faith and trust in Him and also my 
complete dependence upon Him and to 
pledge myself to Him in complete obe- 
dience to His will, that my life may 
be lived out to His honor and glory. 
It is at this point that so many of 
us fall short. We are unwilling to rec- 
ognize our helplessness and to pledge 
our full obedience to Him at all times. 
For that reason our hearts are often 
filled with doubt and we are conscious 
of times of discouragement and are con- 
tinually falling short and failing in the 
performance of what we know are our 
duties and responsibilities. 








Independent 
Fundamental 
Christ-centered 


Pikeville 


Quiet study and meditation and an 
opportunity for missionary work is a 
CHALLENGE in the beautiful South- 
ern Appalachian Highlands. 

A good scholastic standing makes it 
possible to transfer later to a Chris- 
tian college. 


Evangelistic 
Scholastic 
Missionary 


Kentucky 


General Bible Course tor Pastors 
Missions Course 
Christian Education Course 
Music Course 
One-Year Basic Bible Training Course 
Write to Robert E. Dennison, 

an 
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At the feet of Jesus Christ _was the 
place where so many found comfort 
and healing both of body and of soul, 
and other rich blessings, during the 
earthly life of our Lord. Ever since 
then as men and women have come to 
Him in faith and cast themselves be- 
fore Him in worship, in confession, or 
with a plea for help, they have found 
Him and His presence to be just as 
real and just as helpful as those of 
whom we have been thinking. If any 
of you who are reading this are con- 
scious of any need, may I urge you 
without delay to go to Him and make 
it possible for Him to come into your 
life as He has into the lives of so many 
others. : 

Prayer: Our Lord and Master, at this 
time again we would cast ourselves 
before Thee in adoration and gratitude 
and in acknowledgment of our utter 
dependence upon Thee. Accept us, we 
pray, and send us forth rejoicing and 
fully equipped to do Thy will. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord we ask it. Amen. 


(To be continued) 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 31 


1. Gitizenship Unlimited! 
(Eph, 3:17-19) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS Sunday and next mark the 

boundaries of what has come to be 
celebrated in many parts of the world 
as Christian Endeavor Week or Youth 
Week. It was on February 2, 1881, in 
Portland, Maine, that the first Christian 
Endeavor Society was organized. 


4 

This week, as our topic indicates, we 
are to think particularly of our re- 
sponsibility as citizens—in the local 
community, in the state, in the nation, 
in the world, and in the Kingdom of 
God. It, is important that we should 
see that these areas cannot be sepa- 
rated. It is impossible to be a good 
citizen of our nation if we are not a 
good citizen of the community in which 
we live. In driving home the meaning 
of the Scout Oath, a certain Scout- 
master repeatedly asked boys who were 
passing the test just what it meant to 
do their duty to their country. In- 
variably the answer came that it meant 
to enlist in the Armed Forces in time 
of war, or to perform some heroic deed 
in time of national disaster. Only after 
further questioning did these boys be- 
gin to see that obeying their own town 
or borough laws regarding the littering 
of the streets, and obeying the state 
laws regarding parking, speed limits, 
and the like, and observing the laws 
against ‘damaging or trespassing upon 
the property of another were a very 
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real part of doing their duty to their 
country. What is more, these seem- 
ingly less important duties are far more 
likely to be within the capacity and 
opportunity of most of us. 
bd 

We become citizens of God’s King- 
dom by being born into it by accept- 
ing Christ as Saviour. We do not grow 
into such citizenship or receive it be- 
cause our parents are Christians. Fur- 
thermore, the Christian, as this week’s 
topic emphasizes, has citizenship privi- 
leges and opportunities and responsi- 
bilities that go infinitely beyond those 
of the community or state or nation 
in-which we live. Only as we recognize 


After You 


are Gone 


... your influence for Christ 
can live on through the 
years of time and out to the 
ends of the earth...if you 
include world missions in 
your will! 

But millions of dollars are 
lost to the cause of missions 
each year because of im- 
properly prepared wills. 








Don’t let this happen to your will! 
If you want your Christian influ- 
ence to live on after you are gone, 
now is the time to check your will. 
Or, if you have no will, to make it! 


To help you do this intelligently, 
World Vision has*prepared an illus- 
trated 16-page brochure, “Where 
There’s a Will...” Free upon re- 
quest, it will help you be sure that 
your last wishes will be fulfilled! 
It gives specific examples 
of missionary projects 
s%) through which your in- 
fluence for Christ can 
live on even after you 

are gone. 
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Gentlemen: 

Send me your.FREE 16-page 
brochure, “Where There’s a Will 
-” to help me include 
missions in my will 
I understand that 
there is no obligation. 








NAME 





ADDRESS 


i 
~ 





cITY 





STATE 


WORLD VISION 
Box O, Pasadena, Calif. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and discharge our responsibilities as 
citizens of the Kingdom of God can 
we truly fulfill our responsibilities in 
lesser areas. It is likewise true that 
if we neglect or ignore our responsi- 
bilities in lesser areas we cannot be 
the kind of citizens in God’s Kingdom 
that we should be. It is true that, as 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, we 
are not of this world; that is, we are 
not to be motivated by worldly am- 
bitions and desires, or enmeshed in 
worldly practices. But it is equally true 
that we are in the world until the 
Lord sees fit to take us out of it. While 
we are here we are to give our support 
to law and order, since this is God’s 
ordained way of having the affairs of 
this world administered rather than to 
leave them to lawlessness and anarchy. 
We are to give due honor and respect 
to those who are in authority and we 
are to pray for them (1 Pet. 2:17). In- 
sofar as it does not involve conduct 
contrary to God’s will, we are to obey 
the laws of men (1 Pet. 2: 13-15). 
we 
As citizens of the Kingdom of God, 
we are not to neglect to do all in our 
power to establish and support right- 
eous and -good government and to make 
this world in which we live a better 
place, realizing, however, that only un- 
der righteous reign and the personal 
return of the Lord Jesus can the wrongs 
in this old world be completely set 
straight. A good woman once asked 
Spurgeon if it were not true that the 
world was to get worse and worse. 
His reply was, “Madam, if it is, I am 
resolved that it shall be in spite of me.” 
: w 
As Christians, we are not called upon 
in any sense to neglect the Lord’s work 
in order to campaign for political causes 
or for world betterment, but, since 
elections and certain other public issues 
are, under the law of the land, to be 
decided by ballot, we have a respon- 
sibility to use our franchise in the best 
possible way under God’s direction. 
b 4 
In all of this, however, we are not to 
“put our roots down.” As citizens of 
God’s Kingdom we are, in a very real 
sense, sojourners and strangers here, 
waiting for the better country that God 
has for us. Hence we are admonished 
to set our “affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth” (Col. 3:2). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
vg 


The Bible 
and Our National Emblem 
: (Continued from page 51) 


the Holy Land were like him, for in 
Micah 1:16 we read, “Make thee bald 
. . enlarge thy baldness as the eagle.” 
Actually no eagle has ever been lit- 
erally bald-headed. His poll is covered 
with snowy white feathers. In flight, the 
human eye, which is dull indeed as 
compared with the eagle’s power of 
sight, sees the eagle as if it were. bald, 


DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
» of the faith. 


The Bible 


‘‘ Biblical Christianity is not the stumbling, 
faltering, bungling guesses of men who 
evolved a man-made faith. It is the revela- 
tion of the great God. 


‘* Just because God—in keeping with His 
own character and purposes—chose not to 
give this revelation all at once is no reason 
to mistake it. for the blunderings of men. 
Progress in divine revelation is never from 
error to truth; it is always from seed to 
fruit, from little to much. But: remember, 
even the embryo, even the little, is precious 
truth, not to be discarded, but to be re 
garded as foundational and fundamental. 
To spurn the message of the inspired and 
infallible Word of God is to court eternal 
disaster.’’ 

Every Christian should havea copy of 
Dr. Culbertson’s book God’s Provision 
for Holy Living, a happy blending of 
Bible study and practical exhortation. 112 
pages, paper bound. For your free copy, 
write Moody Bible Institute, Dept. S-0-860, 
820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 











HELP TO REACH SOULS IN 
DARKNESS! 


Your wae rs and gifts can help missionaries in 
India, Philippines, Pakistan, Iran and East 
Africa to give lig! r= to those that sit in dark- 
ness. Christian literature projects and Bible 
training are eR Write for free copy of 
“Eastern Challenge” on interesting reports 
direct from missionaries. 
INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS, INC. 
234 Bergen Avenue Jersey City 5, N. J. 


CAN YOU ANSWER 
Jehovah's Witnesses? 


YOU CAN! 
Use the new booklet, 
“Another Gospel” writ- 
ten by the author of the 
| book “Thirty Years A 
| Watchtower Slave.” 
15 for $1— 100 for $5 
The book — $2.95 
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J piece Box 1967-8 Seattle 117 Wash. 
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BOOKLET—“BIBLICAL TREES AND 
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New, unique ; 16 pages with special colored 
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“Where Christ Is Honored” 
Grades 7-12 


The Pilgrim Bible 
meets the need... 


for a simple working instrument 
that would clarify the text for the 
average layman .. . We thank 


God for it.” —SHERWOOD E. WIRT, 


Pastor, Hillside Presbyterian Church, Oak- 
land, California 
















The Pilgrim Bible ex- 
Plains God’s Word while 
you read. All notes, helps, 
etc. are presented with 
utmost simplicity and ap- 
pear on the same page 
with the verse to which 
they refer. Dr. E. Schuyler 
English and 37 contrib- 
utors produced this an- 
notated edition of the 
AUTHORIZED KING JAMES 
VERSION. In various bind- 
ings from $5.50, at your 
bookseller. Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 16-00 Pollitt 
Drive, Fair Lawn. N. J. 
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hence the expression, the “bald eagle.” 

For a good many years, now, we 
have had a law that makes it a crimi- 
nal offense to keep a bald eagle in 
captivity or to kill one. 

Readers should look up all the ref- 
erences to the eagle in the Bible and 
note from these the many good points 
of this beautiful and lordly bird whose 


habits and ways are very, very in- 
teresting. 
HERNDON, PA. 
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other relevant passages of Scripture 
He writes with clarity and. simplicity, 
all the time looking deeply into the 
human heart. Paragraph after para- 
graph leads the reader to proclaim, 
“Yes, he is right. This is my experience 
too.” A remarkably relevant study, 


By What Standard? By Rousas John 













Rushdoony. (Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Pub. Co., Box 185, Nutley 10, 
N. J., $3.95.) The subtitle is an accurate 






description of the volume—“An Analy- 
sis of the Philosophy of ‘Cornelius Van 
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Til.” Dr. Van Til insists that the God ( 
° of the. Bible is the “standard” by which 

With the New Books all thinking and acting is to be tested” 

God is the starting point of all thought, y 
Except as noted, these books may be and the unbeliever’s great error is that 
ordered through the Times Book he insists on beginning his thinking 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- without God. Van Til applies this prin- 
delphia 3. With each order of less ciple to science, ethics, and religion. 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- Rushdoony has done a laudable work 
tional; and with each order of $3 or in “popularizing” Van Til’s thought. In 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- some instances, his zeal for his work 
tional for postage and handling costs. leads him to make incautious state- 
ments, but on the whole he writes with 
An Exposition of the Whole Bible. sobriety: and clarity. There is, in this 
By G. Campbell Morgan. (Fleming H. reviewer’s opinion, one lack in the 

Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $6.95.) Em- book. Rushdoony should have included +4 
phasizing the continuous thread of rev- 2 chapter that would illustrate Van 
elation found in the Scriptures, Dr. Til’s approach to an unbeliever, so that 
Morgan prepared this series of 300-word Teaders might see how it differs from 
expositions, one for every chapter of the methods of those with whom he 

the Bible, to appear in The Christian, ‘differs. 83 

a small British periodical. Unlike his : : , 
earlier “Searchlights _of the Word,” Pa als gg og AP nn pti 
which presents new light on the cen- Rapids 6; $3.50.) In fourteen chapters 
tral meaning of each chapter, the pres- Dr. Palmer covers the major aspects 
ent work traces the “Highways of ¢ the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. He 
Biblical Revelation. The volume is the is Calvinistic in his theology and honors 
size of an ordinary reading Bible, attrac- the Spirit in each facet of His work 
tively bound in sky bite and black. While recommending the volume gen- 

ei a : oe 7 poe Po erally, the reviewer would make several — 
Ss Ce Wee, = © pros = critivions: ‘ficst, although the author 

family and individual devotional read- quotes much from the Bible, some of fir 

ing. his conclusions gre not directly basedi pre 

Between God and Satan. By Helmut on Scripture. As one example: in op) 

Thielicke (translated by C. C. Barber). paragraph dealing with the Spirit’s enq™ ger 

(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand dowing men for cultural tasks, the o vie 

Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) To the tempted, Scripture cited is Isaiah 45:1, yet from sta: 

to you and to me, Dr. Thielicke ad- that is inferred Aristotle’s wisdom, Bee not 

dresses his study of the testing of the thoven’s musical skill, and FEinstein’§§ ca} 

Saviour in the Wilderness (Matt. 4:1- genius. Surely such sweeping conclu gro 

11). Analyzing our Lord’s temptation sions should be drawn from a_ widelf he 

and relating it to the believer’s daily range of Scriptures. Second, his anal are 

warfare, the German divine (once ysis of Keswick’s teaching is one-sidedg tioy 

ordered silent by Hitler) brings a mes- Even a casual reading of Keswi of 

sage of victory in the Victorious One. literature indicates that its expo the; 

-His attractive presentation is further nents think sanctification has its acd rec 

enhanced by the skillful utilization of tive side. Third, Dr. Palmer quit exc, 

: basi 
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properly rejects the view that faith 
precedes regeneration, but swings to the 
opposite extreme and insists that re- 
generation precedes faith. Since he 
views regeneration narrowly as the in- 
Sstantaneous creative work of God (and 
not, as others, as the whole process of 
calling), he would have beeg on better 
ground, in this reviewer’s opinion, had 
he taught that regeneration and faith 
are instantaneous. To have regenera- 
tion precede faith involves the anomaly 
of a regenerated unbeliever. Despite 
these criticisms, your reviewer would 
Tecommend Dr. Palmer’s volume as an 
excellent and helpful survey of a very 
basic teaching of Scripture. 


To Be or Not To Be Reformed. By 
R. B. Kuiper. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) A mem- 
ber of the Christian Reformed Church 
offers to his denomination advice, en- 
couragement, and constructive criticism. 
Professor Kuiper, emeritus president of 
Calvin Seminary, appeals to the 
church in the light of its one hundred 
years of growth (1857—600 members; 
1957—211,454) to remain true to its 
Warning against compro- 
Mise and indifference, he deals with 
Problems in the fields of doctrine, 
Christian life, evangelism, education, 
in ecumenical relations, While 
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many readers of the Tres will not be 
directly concerned in this family  dis- 
cussion, those who read will find them- 
selves taking much of the advice to 
heart in their own affiliations. 


Thine Is My Heart. Compiled by 
John H. Kromminga. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.) 
The president of Calvin Seminary has 
arranged excerpts from Calvin’s com- 
mentaries, sermons, letters, and the “In- 
stitutes,” to provide a reading for every 
day of the year. Each passage selected 
explains some one Scripture text. The 
writings are devotional, as the title 
suggests, and they bear out Calvin’s 
motto: “I offer my heart to thee, Lord, 
promptly and sincerely.” The volume 
is published to coincide with the com- 
memoration of the 450th year of the 
Reformer’s birth. Here is devotional 
reading that has the deepest possible 
roots, grounded in the theology of 
sacred Scripture. 


wg 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings: on the International 
Lessons, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


January 25 to 31 


Mon.—Acts 17:1-9. Paul at Thessalonica. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They came to 
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue 
of the Jews: and Paul, as his manner 
was, went in unto them, and three sab- 
bath days reasoned with them out of 
the scriptures, opening and alleging, 
that Christ must needs have suffered, 
and risen again from the dead; and 
that this Jesus, whom I preach unto 
you, is Christ.” Guided by the Spirit, 
Paul learned the secret of dealing with 
his countrymen. He began with what 
they knew of the Law, the Prophets, 
and the Psalms. If Jews do not believe 
Moses, they cannot believe though one 
rose from the dead. Learn to reason 
out of the Scriptures when witnessing 
to your Jewish friends. Pray for Is- 
rael. Remember this day the American 
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This book is now made so plain that all 
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How He Rules the World.” It explains 
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in the Bible. 

“God’s Way of Redemption.” A very 
important Bible Exposition. 

“The Great Problems of the Middle 
East in the Light of the Bible.” It ex- 
plains the Jewish Arab situation. 

Special help promised or 
money refunded. 
ALL SIX POR $1.25 
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“Bible Students Will 
Love This Volume!” 


—S. S. Times 
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Bible study. in the home. 
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the most complete cross-reference systems available!”—S. S. Times. 
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‘ Association for Jewish Evangelism, 


Winona Lake, Ind. 


Tues.—Acts 17:10-15. Paul at Berea. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: ‘These were 
more’ noble than those in Thessalonica, 
in that they received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched 
the scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so.” Paul learned that Gos- 
pel seed was often sown on poor ground, 
and even there got a good crop. (See 
his epistles to the Thessalonians.) Only 
one convert at Berea is mentioned in 


the Word (Acts 20:4). There .were 
more, probably, but nothing is said 
about them in the Bible. Let us learn 


to be wise to that which is good. “In 
the morning sow thy. seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand: for 
thou knowest not whether shall pros- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


per, either this or that, or whether they 


both shall be alike good” (Eccles. 11:6). 
Pray for the Biola College, La Mirada, 
Calif. 


Wed.—Acts 17:16-21. Paul at Athens. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Now while Paul 
waited for them [Silas and Timothy] 
at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, 
when he saw the city wholly given to 
idolatry.” Pity should rise in every 
one of us whenever we see a city. 
There is always a mass of wickedness 
wherever people form and build up a 
town or city. Remember how our Lord 
wept over Jerusalem. There is enough 
evil in one block in a city to call us to 
prayer and labor for souls. Paul never 
would have gotten on to Mars’ Hill if 
he had not started to witness for God 
in the market place. I looked down on 
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that spot from the top of Mars’ Hil] 
recently. There is now a bronze plate 
on a stone on Mars’ Hill commemorat- 
ing Paul’s visit. Isn’t it wonderful how 
the Lord uses a dedicated person? 
Pray for Central Conservative Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Minneapolis. 


Thurs.—Acts 17:22-28. 
Paul’s Speech at Mars’ Hill, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye men of 
Athens, I perceive that in all things ye 
are too superstitious.” Paul laid the 
case plainly before those renowned 
Athenians. He struck the right note in 
his first sentence. Here is a lesson for 
us preachers. It was a loving but 
shocking declaration of truth. He got 
their ears open before he poured in 
the sweet Gospel of the Son of God. 
Shocked, ‘some mocked; but a few be- 
lieved. Always do your best and leave 
the rest to your Lord. Pray for the 
Baptist Bible Seminary, Johnson City, 
N.Y. 


Fri—Acts 17:29-34. 
The Command To Repent, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And the times 
of this ignorance God winked at; but 
now commandeth all men every where 
to repent.” Every sinner must turn to 
God from sin, or sin will turn him to 
certain perdition. It is “turn or burn” 
for every man. And this message is 
one that must be preached to people. 
God commands every sinning saint to 
come back to Him with true repent- 
ance (cf. Rev. 3:5 with Psa. 51; 2 Tim. 
2:25, 26). Are you just now in fellow- 
ship with the Lord? Pray for God’s 
cause at Athens. 


























































Sat.—1 Thessalonians 1. 
Gratitude for Gospel Success. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We give . thanks 
making 
mention of you in our prayers... know- 
ing, brethren beloved, your election of 
God.” Paul rejoiced in spirit for every 
token of Gospel blessing to souls. He 
lived in such a way as to exemplify 
his Love Chapter (1 Cor. 13). He in- 
dulged in no platitudes. His joy was 
in the Spirit’s working in his ministry. 
He knew it was the Lord who made 
him successful and triumphant (2 Cor. 
2:14). Be careful to give God praise 
for our successes with souls. Angels 
rejoice in Heaven, and so should we 
when sinners come to Christ through 
Gospel witness. Pray for Elohim Bible 
Institute, Castile, N. Y. 














Sun.—1 Thessalonians 2:1-8. 
A Missionary’s Testimony. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But as we were 
allowed of God to be put in trust with 
the gospel, even so we speak; not as 
pleasing men, but God, which trieth 
our hearts.” Here in this chapter wé 
have the qualities in minister and min- 
istries God loves to honor. Every 
Christian worker should study _ this 
chapter very definitely; for to miss out 
here is to fail in Christian endeavor 
God trieth hearts. The inward is more 
than the outward with Him. Pray fof 
Trinity Seminary and Bible Collegé 
Chicago. 
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